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Guarda, che mat fito^ 
O giovenil vaghexza non it mini 
Al magazino de ie dancie. ah fuggi, 
Fuggi quell incaniata aUsggiamento, 
^ivi halilan k maghe, che incataando 
Fan traveder. e troudir dafcum. 

Tasso. 
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L E T T E R S 

ON 

CHIVALRY. 

L E T TER I. 

THE ages, we c41 barbarous^ 
prdent us with mxnj a fiit^ed: 
of curious ^)eculation. What^ 
fyc inftwce, is more remarkable than 
the Gothic Chivalry ? or than the' 
j^nrit of Romance, which took ita rift 
^m that lingular inftitution ? . . . 

Kodliiig in human nature, my dear 

^Hndy is without its realbns. Then«)defr 

» amj 
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3 LETT"E'R« ON 

and fafhkms. of difi^ent tifne$ may ap- 
pcar> at firiV iight, ^tafHc and unac- 
countable. But they, who look nearly 
int^'the^ dif^vet j^me llfteo^^auf? ftf 

their produdion. 

*' Nature once known, no prodigies remain," 

ai flhgff <Sur |)hiIdi"tfphi<SaI bard;' ftut to 
come at this knowledge, is the difficulty. 
Sometimes a cfofe attention to the work- 
ings of th^ hiuD^ MunfL ifrrfu^icient to 
lead us to it : Sometimes mca'c than 
t^a^ d» 6Wtgtnt objerrstiotu at ^ifBt 

: .fhiifad I txks-tuhcr ih^aaSL)mv9i. 
74te '^lidigies,: vii&> a«a tn>v'' .doSHttfif. 
ptoAng, Irad tkae. wiffa iatJw.&ajtbafa^ 
ages. Whyii'tbofk^ &yai ihtt- ftffi^MHft 
modern, look any farther for ttje rca^n ? 
W% not r^bbtttlhasxLm ontegilil^n^ 
)»Stai(oa;f^tt aid>tMn2i^afil»d^^A^ 

'■■■•■ .•;, This, 
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- 'tiiei. ym rar,.u> a- Aottiad am- 
HMdidiu:: phflofophjr. Yet bar&oniii 
have their trum^ fucb as it is, i^thty^air^ 
not enlightened by our reaibn. Shall 
we thnn oonden^ •dxt^ unlKraii^r or 
wiM it «>< to ar it) let them ham; tbi 
telling of tfaeir own ftoiy ? 

WeiM we tenant', ham what! dli^M 
iKii! infttRidnir of oiSJiy waa dutaed f 
ISc 'dnM- 0^ IR bMi, ditr fitiBtisiT 6f 
Uie baHxriaHsi axfotigft whomiii anfi; 
iitoll^b« bonlidbredi- thdr wants; de- 
^«) aitct pUHcies laoiA be ocplored; 
We lauA; inquire irtieni and wfaeici 
aMdihW'if tamtl taplfi' (hK the weftera 
world! ie&iSt! Mnltiarilted to this Prg- 
<i^, which we now ftart at. 

AiiStHei thihgf is' fiiB as ttlRU'liabte; 
^nd concerns us- Mbti MltaHy. rnw 
fpirit of* Chivalry, was a fire which Iboh- 
"■'' B 3 fpent 
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4 LETTERS QN 
ipent itfelf : But that ofRomtmcey which 
was kibdled at. it> biimt long, and qon- ■ 
finued its light and beat even to tbe pOi- 

liter ages.. 

. The gr^teft gcniufcs erf" our own and 
forogn countries, iuch as Aiiofto and 
Tafio in Ita]y> and Speofer and Miltoji 
in England, were feduced by thefe bar-, 
barities of their fore^diers ; - ^er<; even 
charmed by the Gothic Romanoec. . Wai 
this caprice and ^l^4ity in them ? Or, . 
may there not be ibmething in the:Gos- 
thic Romance peculiarly ibited to the 
views of a.gemug^ and to the ends of 
poetry ? '■ And m^y nst the {^oibphic 
moderns have gope,|op fsr, in.th^ipcf-i!' 
petital ridi(:u]e apd: contempt c^ it F, ; > 

To form a judgment in the cale, the 
pfe, progrefs, and genius of Go^C^ 
valiy muA be explained^ ...-.i-j 

■ . ■. lie 
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CHIVALRY. 5 

; The eircuinftances in the Gothic fie- 
tions and majiners, .which are proper to 
Ihe ends of poetry (if any fuch there be) 
muft be pointed out. 

Rea&jns, for the decline and reje<^on 
b( the dothic taAi in lat^t times xiintt 
fee givefi. 

You haye in the^. {Particulars both 
ihe Subject, and the Plan of the 
follomng Letters. 

[',"."'] L E T t E:Jl_ U.. 

I Look upon ChiValiy, as on ibme 
ttrighfy River, wboch the fablings 
of the poets have mlade immortal. It 
biay have Qirung up amidft rude rocks, 
ttnd' lUft^ ^eferts. 'But the nbifcand 
,rapn9ity erf - its coiirfe, die extent of 
ctniiioy ft adortis, and the towns and 
*"'''■■-' B 3 palaces 
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palaces it ennobles, may lead a traveller 
out of his way and invite hhn to i^e a 
view of flioie ^k -cavcrnfi, 

Wrf? iilp«»ej ■ } 
•Plurimu» Eridtni per tylmn volvitiir UBOV.^ 

I .enter, ^iMbo;» o>ete words, ps U(f 
' ful^e^ I began to open to you ij|' my 
laft Jjelttr. . 

Tte old whatjt^ of theft ffoithr 
Weil parts of Europe wsiSi SKSKCn^y 
given to rhe love and exercife of arms. 
The feats of Onu-temagne and our Ar- 
thur, in-particulat, were ^ 'Aunous -a» 
^ Itfef. tiroes. j;)tigii>o(iks of Cbiwiijjr 
Dfete coaifpl/f^, to aSptd n..f^<^ 
JfcbjefttolJbewBIieisoftkeiB, .' 

But CnivjLLity, pniperfyr^ifit^ 

l^ld.un■)«'dle.ida << of adi|^o^au)i>' 

« tary mia, cqnferred in t^ .wa^'of 

« inveft- 
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't,isi.Vj;iy5;|re,- an|3 a^compaijied with 
." J^ Jfit^BJpityoFan oath ^d pch?r 
■ " j??r£'PPflieS) . ^s 4ei9ribed In tTie old 
".Hi^Pfians an4 romancers,'^ was ^f 
Jater^ajbcij .apd feejns xp'haye fprung inj- 

■\ "ilie fWt' (Vxd' moltfcplibleeffeft' 

of this conftitutioft, which brougKt a- 

,t;fi(itXo.-^gj?ty a.$liajn«it) tbepoUcies \ 

-(yf jEEyro^j.w^.the credlipn of a^fpdi- 

ggjp^ i^UJil^er', of -petty 4y ran nies^ For, 

jt^ougl> ^e ^ BEp^t bai£)t)S were dofely 

..'ri^ IP ^e ^criWM of ^eir Prinfce mr 

■,.tl^«^|djt^!n -e, ,^et.tne 

j.BSWer,wfy,ch i Jiy'itoyer 

,!C!feir,«JKOr^ 8 w^ to 

for^WWW* »..»n9?£«i?- 

,dency} and^were,' Th'trbdi, a fort of 
_^b&lut|;,^vci«ijg;ps^,at,lea[lwithr^ 

iQ^(^{;^a^o^t^. ..Hq?ce, Ijheir^^utu^ 
-^ V ■ B "4" ■ ' " aims 
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18 lTeTteus (i^f 

aims and interefts of^n ilita'^hg, tb<r 
, feud^ Aate was, ip a good degree, a 
. ilate of war : the feudal chlefe v^e^'c in 
!freqiicnt.enmity with each otKeri'tHe 
, feveral combination^ of feudE^l teh^nts 

were fo' man^ 'fep'arate armies unider 

their head or chief: and their caftles 
^w-^re fo many fortrpfles, as well fts pa- 

laceSi of thefe, puhy princes. 

' y in 'this ftatc of 'tliiiigs one jfebi'diU 
itir,'!rnaginable encouragement Mis ,io 

[ be igiveri to the pie of arms,, under 
every different form of attack and cj&- 
fence, according as' the fafc^. of th'^Ic 
diflerent communities, or tbe'albbidon 
.pf their leaders, mi^t require. An^ cE^ 
condition of ihe titnes, I fuppoie, gav6 
rife' to ^at military mltitutioHi tvU^ 

. wc know'by ihe name of Chi vALki?;; ' 

Further, there, being. little oc m 

fecuri^ to be h»d aiuidft fo maoy reft- 

■ '~ . left 
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■q Rivalry. • 9 

"le^ ^its and the tlafliin'g- viif<vs of a 

>ncighboaf*mg^'Bumeroti3 and"-;in4ep«*- 
lieht nobility, '^e. military difisiplinc df 
their followersV ereh iii fbe mtervajs c^ 
peace, was not to be relaxed, and their 
'Mdour fbiler^d'tD grow Cool-by a fotal 
-^ufe of martial exercifes. And benob 
■the proper <M'i|;in of Juft-Tfl' kad Twnt- 
"tjAMENTs i thtefe. images <if'4/it% which 
'Were kept op iri the caAl^s^^-dus-bafoife 
JBid, by anufefiil p^icy,' coAvotedlinto 
. die amufement of the knigfats, whoa 
, their arms were employed on no &riou8 
ticoafion. - -' 

.Vlcatt-diis-the ftr'oper origin of Jufe 
anai TurnsimentJT for the dateof dierii 
is carried no hi^er, as far as- 1 ean find 
even in France (where unqueftionabt^. 
they made their firft appearance) than 
the year 1066; which was not till after 
ihe introdu£tion of the feudal govem- 

'i&ent imo that country, Soon after,- in- 
5 deedj 



.vGooglc 



« LETWESiS G.N 
■deed, wt, fipd !A«n in E^Iand and in 
Getmaay.) but not itll .«hefi»^ policy 
had Ipread kfetf ih thofc farts and -had 
^Kcpafed^'yfsy for dieaai. ■ ^ 

< Veu fds, tbcn, tay -noeifiif Ky ^t 
•diiTClfj 'was.no at^uvd and frealufii itt- 
■tttudoE^ .b»t<he itttu^ ^ndreveaifobtr 
jl^fcta of! (hit ^Rudal po%; wboTe Utf- 
.ba}cnt:gtvnua breathed notU(^tb«twar» 
firad WW ilg^fx ftfld'tnUifluyrwciv in ^» 

I leave yoD to revdve this i^^^FOttr 
own mind. You will find> 1 beliere»-s 
^jyafoogble foundation fiv.itiatbcliiftoty- 
,^:^Jeudal<dnier, and ia-the.^r^j^ 
^ icH^-yiwtmmcnri 
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LE TTE R HJ:' ' 

IF die coniiiftur^ l^drwfic^, ofihe 
riie <3f PHv*lry, from the circum* 
(ktsEca x)f 4m tcvdal. g|v<Hi<iW>t>' tv 
ibwgtii ^f&^p?Me> it wUl BOW hn ca^ 
to account ibr the fevenil char^PX-sii^ 
isTics of this fingular profefiion. . 

r! £ f T))<t iwflwa fix inwt Ak 
" %i«it rf «« (iriBe J t|)p jbusow ^ 
if Im^t^DoA 1^ fe^ifmAf<i[ valow; 
ff the ^lltn<lairiof.«qi)i(>^gESi" io flu^fc 
.arayddiiBiiiiet ufe,iMr Mieitt vf tdf; 
jiitacS; galiutryi. aisAiSIRgnitence <f 
■Mb £>Diiif:^affi«t«ttil«ll}r,a^ 9a£^ 
fqifaiaed oubnApiofitinn. .„ , 

ABSaUaat idteMftf ,^IKf 4tt canr 

aaxti, tmiitc tufk mfPmfkm", <» 

fadaoedUB ofe!^ O^A^ ptiiar 

-ilpttkliBllld'tcrnMMKiD.vptMnge)^ . 

And 
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And when, by the neceflary operation 
of that, policy, this turn was given to the 
thoughts and paf^oris of men, ufe and 
fafliion would do the reft ; atid carry 
them to all " the excefles of milifai^ fa* 
Tiaticifm,' which are painted fo ftfonglyi. 
"but fcarcdy exaggerated in the old Ro-^ 
"tiianccs. . ■ ; . . 

For inftance, one of the flrangeft cir- 
'ciimftarieeS ilPthde' bdola;" Jin* wHich 
looks- moll like e mere extralflig^nbe df 
the imagifiatioirly is that-bf'4fie-TOia»w;ti 
tvarriors, wi^ which they all'' aboimA 
=Butler in Ms" Hudibras, ifrtio &w it ia 
feis light, ridicules it, as.amoftunna» 
tirtal idea,, with great ipirit- Yet. ih 
this reprefenCauoQ they did bu£ 0(;pf 
from the manners of the times. Anna 
€«ihncfiaXeHB:us,.in the life ofhrffe- 
'ther; that the wife of Robert thd Noia 
l»an fonght fide by fide viiA her b»^ 
^md, in bis battles t ^t &e would 
; rallj 
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CHtVAtRV. t i| 

rally the flyiogfoldiervand'lesdthetn 
fca^k to the charge: .And Nicet^s oIk 
fery.es that, in the time of Manuel CoiiIt^ 
^i)9> thej% >vere in one Crufade many 
women, arpied like rrieOi and on horf&f 
l^ck. . ,, 

What thinls you now of TaiTo's CIon 
find^j whofe prodigies of valour I dare 
^ay.you ,h?ve pften laughed at? Or, 
imtVr, wb.3X. think you of. that confhnt 
pair, . , 

." Gildippe, & Odoardo amanti c fpofi, 
** In v?Ior d'arrae, e in Icalta famoit .'" 

' . ■■ ■ .- , (^_ jjj^ S.40/' 

II. '* Their roqianticidc^s of jufticc; 
^< thcii- paffion for adventures ; their 
t* cagcrnefs to run to the fuccour of 
*«^ the diftrejTed'; and the 'pride they 
*' took , in redreffing wrongs, and rt- 
*' "moving* grievances -,"■ All thefe diftin- 

' ■ ■- \' . .: , • ■ ; guifliitlg 
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guifiUng eh<ff«5teF9 ef gesaitie Ckivalf^ 
tits tjifhJBcA m the £im« pitad{^ 
FdF. ihe itudal ftate b,efDg a Aite (^ w«v 
i6t< fifthn- df dmaH pttpttiM vloUinocv 
rapii1>e, rind plunder^ k was uiiavoidiAite 
that, in their confbint ikinnifhes, ftnfJ- 
tagems, and furpiizes, numbers of die 
tefiaHts or followers of one Baron fiiould 
he leked upon and carried away by the 
followers of anedier : And- d»e interef^ 
each had to- prote£)f hnowit, woukl of 
courfe introduce the point of b<Hioitr 14 
attempting by all means not only to re- 
taliate on die enemy, but to relbue the 
captive fufferers out of ttie hands of thqr 
opprelTorG. ■ ■. 

., It would be meritorious, inthehigneit 
degree, to % to their. aiGAance, when 
they knew wfhere they were to be Cf»nti 
at i or to feek them out with diligence, 
when they did not. This laft iervice 
theyt called. Going in ^ue^ofd^enftiresi 
which 
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CHITAEliy.; ts 
-whktK at' firft^ no daabt, wis eonfined 
ftiitftofeof their own partj, but aftef • . 
5V!»dsv b^ the habit of a&iag on this 
jttineipir, would be cxtcndied nradi fer- 
^^. So itnt, in pfocefs' of time, w^ 
And! th|e Kntght» errattf, fts- ^ley were 
now properly ftyled, wandering f^ 
world over in iearch of occafions on 
whiA to- eaerrife tMr ^generot» ami 
dtfinterefted valour, 

. Eci^ '34'k '-'^ '^ ^haite empion di fogni, 
Laocilotto, Triflano, e gU aitri errajiti. 

III. " The courtefy, af&bility» and 
" gallantry, for which thefc adventiirets 
« vcrtf fb hmaas, are btit liie natural 
f* cffie<3s and conrequences of thdi; fi- 
" tMation." 

For the- eafths ei fhtf BaoDS were, 
zs_X fiJd', (he courts of thefe litde Ibve- 
reigps,. as well as their fortreflesj and 

:' the 
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!6 LJJT7ER5 ON 
tjie fefort of thar vdi&ls. thither, in ho» 
oour of their chiefs, ^nd for thdr owa 
proper feeuri^, would make that civili^ 
and politenefs, which is feei^ in courts 
and ift&n&bly prei/ails there, a predps 
tninant part. in the cl^ara^^ pf t^fe afx 
^mblies. 

'. This is t^ poet's own accoopt qf 

court and royal citadel^ 

The great fchooj-miuftrcfle of all Courtefy. 

■ ' B. ill. e. vi, St. 1, 

And again, jnore largely in b. vi. c. i, 
s. I. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

j Of Courtjit-&emB s^en Court«fie 4oe caH^ n 
For that it fhere moft ufeth to abound j 
And weU befeemeth that in Princes hall 
That Virtue Oiould be plentifully found, 
Whichof all goodly manners is the groun4 * 
.• And jroetc of cjvH conver^on : . '^ 

Right So in fiitry aiu^^ it difl refouiK|, '; 
Where courteous knights and ladies moft did ^(H^, 
iDf ^I on earth, and made a' matthlds paragon. ^ 
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. ttilVALkV. ij^ 

For Faery Court means the reign of 
Chivalry j which, it feems, had under- 
gone a fatal revolution before the age of 
Milton, who tells us that Courtefy 

- - - IS fooner found in lonely iKsdt 
With fmoaky rafters, than ih tap'Ilry halls 
And courts of princes, %^ere it firft was nam'dj 
Aad yet is mofi prstcndcdi Mask^ 

Further, TPfee free ctomnlei'ee of the 
ladies, in thole knots and circles of th« 
^eat, would operate fo far oh the ftur^ 
dieft knights as to g^ve birth to the atteiiit 
tions of galtantryi But this gallantry 
vCouM- take a refined tuftl, nCit only from 
the neceffity there was of niaintairting 
the ftri^ fof-ms of decorum, amtdfl a pro- 
fXV^u^t^s conycrfation under the. eye c^ 
the Prince and in his own family j but 
alfo from the inflamed ftrtfe rfiey muft 
fterfdSfiave of the frequent bdtragesfcom- 
jqat^ed^y their neighbouring clans ofad- 
. 'I C vcrfaries 
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r8 L^ETTERS" ON ■ 

veriariesi op the honour of the Sex, when 
' by'charicc of war they had fallen into 
their hands. Violations of chaftity be- 
ing t'he moft atrocious crimes diey fiad 
to charge on their enemies, thfey would 
pride themfelves in the glory of being itff 
proteftors : And as this virtue was, of all 
prihers, the faireft and ftrongeft claim . of 
the &^ itfelf to fiid^ prote&ba, it is no 
wwider that the notions of it were, in 
time, carried to foplatonic andevatitin. 

Thus, again, the great maftecof Chi- 
yaky himfelf, on this &bje£t, ,. ^ 

it bath been ,thro* all ages erer leen. 

That, widitkepnUe of anna and cbiralfjf 
The prize of heaa,ty ftiU hath joined baen i 

And that for reaTon's fpecial privity. : 
Foi cither dam on other much lely ; 
- ForHe mee &enu moft fit the fai^ to ftrvej, 
- That cut berbeftdcKaid^invtUin;-; 
^ ; Aod-Scu moft fitUsCuvice doth doAofe, 
That ijureft. i», .jurf Ufga h« ftith. irai-((pver 
fwerve* 

SrtmiK B. ir. c. 7. 
5 ' Not 
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Not but the foundation d this refined 
gallantry was laid in the andent m^incci 
of the German nations. OeTar tells us 
how far they carried liisit pn.3ke of 
chaftity, wtrich he feeras ^ndlling to ao* 
count for on political principles. How^ 
ever that be, their amfideratlon of tfao 
(tx was [n-odigious, as we fee in thehif^ 
toty of their irruptions jnto the Emfure i 
where, among all their ravages and 1)0* 
vaflations of other Ibrts, we find they re- 
"fi^u^'ilbftainedfioiQ o£i;ii]^ ai^fio^ 
lence tt> the fabnoDr df the wpdun. 

< jv. It «i1y ranalBS'to acdsunt for dutt 
^^hMiatf «f IUti]^/'-«4if(^ was lb 
4e«f}ly iQipribt4d <m ihb mindfe xtf' iC 
knights ani was ^cmiil Co th^ir infiiRi* 
tk«. W<-amefcanK)lA,.dMC;iribiv^ 
i^vaid ^ ^Xd^WSfltimidiDiiqpd^ 
^ the dutus »td ritual ctf Chinh^^ 

-t; Ca Two 
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I- Two't^ftflms^may be affigned ibr fhit:- 
nngidaFftyi ■ , ' 

' Firft,- Ac foperftidrai of the Tiraeii 
iO"wbichCbivalry arofe; which was fo 
gfcatthat no inflitution of a public na- 
tokb could havefound credit in the world, 
that was hot conie^ated by the ChurcK- 
iBchy-'fi^ cloiely aAerwDven witii tc- 

$eccmdly/ the condition of the C%H& 
tian worlctj which had been harrafled 
hy long wars, and had but juft recovered 
A breadung>^time£»m^e l^utal ravages 
of the Saraceh, aiinies. The reniem* 
jbcahce bf what they had lately fuftered 
6mn thde gr»id cnonies of the faidi, 
'^ade' it .natural and eVen neceiJary to 
engage .B.iww.j||ulitaiy order on the fide 
^rdigitxu 

And 
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c ^Andhow warmly ^^nQciplle#iiX(«iC 
J(>r thefaitb^yn& a^ed iipon t^itltf! pn>n 
fel^s of Chivalry/ and how deeply it 
c(^al into tb^ idtts of the n»litar3r 
Qiara^r, wq &9, ^m thetcriQ fi> xx«^ 
iliJOtly iifc(i;by tfap.^Jd RaiflajqWiSfh*^. 
Hpcreant Knightj by which, ,tb^ 
meant to exprefi, with ^ utmpft force, 
t^r difdain of a 4aflaF4t.Qr^vi^quiCbed 
knight. For many of t^ prdec jf»|iing 
into the hands of the Saracens^ fufc^^i 
^ei^as had. not imt^ibed the full -^irit 
c^ the|r. prof^^po, wece iDdppe4.tadK^ 
Bpunce their ^Ith, in order fo r^ain thor 
llbfT^^ The& tne^, yas finnii^ *£9i>^ 
tbe.5r(»t f^ndame^»^;4ifflaw^»f Chiva^ 
they branded wi^ this name^ a. nan;^ q^ 
complicated, reproa^^, which .knplied s 
^ai^ of the two. mi3!^ dieq.tial qqalitieG 
etit,IiJ!igIlt,Q.9UR^5.a^d:JgA0'H, , 

And bere> by the way> tb« reafim ^ 
* C 3 pears 
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peflfs \v!by ifae Spanlu^ds, of all the Euro- 
peaftsiWOxAirlfldftigoneih every charafie- 
ilftlomadneiJorififechivalry.' Toallthc 
other coniidiriitJort^.here flierAitiried, their 
fAnatidrut Ih tvefy way; wSw efpeciaHy 
irff^atcd' iantf kept idivefcy fliBmcmoiy 
and' neig^iiboQHiabd of their <M kifidef 
■iaVadere. ''•■";.■ ' ' 

. , , ■ ; : ■, .'1 H ' -".■,■ J- 

t(Jtintof*li« FiioWisi, GKi^ERdsiTr,;. 
^AtANTKr. antf 'RtLiiiio*, tHrich ^ 
*t« tAr pahllisr'iaia vittAtWtBartiae- ' 
iMfidSof flie purer' ages tfCHifcilry. 

• -SteJi'trts-ae -ftrtc of fhlh^s ft ffie 
*dte-ttW<jiW, When (he ctiiftBtt to 
4e holy' hrid wete ftt on feat. WWhtt 
*e feo how *elT prepared d* totois of 
ftien Wtte for en^agHig !n that lihtCTpffeK. 
Every objcA, that fed entertAhrto the. 
views of the infiitutore of chivalry, and 
had been foAwediy it's preftftrs,' *as 
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now at hand to inflame the military and 
Eclig^as ardor of the kni^)^ to the 
utmc^. Apd^tere, iai'a&t wefliidlhtf: 
ftrpa^ft and bpl^cft features of (JMir ' 
genuine chara^er : Daritig to madne&f 
in enterprizes of hazafd : Burning with 
ceal for t^e delivery of the ^r^ed ; and, 
which was deemed diehaghc ofre^na 
merit, for die reibue of the hdy otyoiit 
of the hands of infidels : And, laftly ex- 
alting 'their honour cf cbi^i/y^'haj^ as 
to pro&fi celibacy; stt'tfioyeoiiftsodj^^ 
^, in die &veral ocden of jki^g^ii&Qod 
created on diat dcfiaragait occ^oh. ' 

LETTER IV. 

'^ H AT ^Book jou, my good 
fiiend, of my lafl learned h^ 
mi Pon't you b^jia to fitvpur this cpn- 
jtAurei a&whinific9lafiitt9:^4cem,of 
0tfrifi mdgemits oti^itlglitrerniiutTi ^ 

■■■■:. Q4 Bui 
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B(rfy«u!sfl«me,'-'wbcrc I l«arnedith» 
federal- portJoirM-sVotv which I formAfe 
profoufid fyftetn. ■ -You - aM 'Vwllrngv ' i 
pereme, to-adva'we= bn-furegrduijdsj( 
&nd'call upon nw'fe' point out to ydii 
thfeauthdriticSi'-ffom^Mrhich -I pretenf* 
to have coHeSe^ tlti'fevcral-markfrfind 
charaSeiiftjos of truc-chivalFyi' ■■ ,'«'>■''- 

ij Y:o>B requeliHs^3fonable^:afid;I'afi« 
1(h<n»ledge .iht omiljiwi in rmt'is^ifasjlif 
ingyoq that'myiinfbrdiatiori wte(taUfli» 
froni4t'spri^a:>Squrce;.th3 c/ilcRomiaaft^ 
Not that 1 fliall make a merit with yp» 
in having, -peritfei Qiefe' barhjrous vo- 
lumes my felf J much ]els would I \m-r 
pofe the ungrateful; taik-^i^r^ jojK 
Thanks to the curiofityrof certain prfnfcl 
coHetaore, diis fcno^fledge {nay 1^ jbb^ 
tained at a chea^ rate. And l-Ufi^^ 
it fuffident to f^fir you to ^ Jeatned and 
yeiy elaborate Me^joirtrf" a. French m>tI? 
"^ • ter,* 
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C8rv:>wl^ I»s]put' togedier all that is re- 
«ibifier't<t<:be koown-oa'-diis fnbjibi^. 
Mattrials'affc^fft laid in, bdbr«i tho Ar- 
d^tt^-goesiyiwbFk;' and if tfaeftfu6hjre, 
PSm'htrc ntifingotrttif Siem/beto your 
Tnind-, you ■ "wiH not think tbe'worfe of 
it'becariftr Ipetend not, ir^fdfi'to have 
*Vorfc(Jdin ^eqriarry. . ■ Sn a word, and 
t&idr(ip'-lMs'fnagnificcntaHBfi6n,--ifi,dc- 
cbunl to ydu^for the rife -ariij genius of 
elittJairy.'it jfeallyou^are tif'^^pelS: : Fa} 
»iVid«adf^H^i*S*^*is'irii»^f, ^ou 
tti^'havc 'UmkK tiy tKi xx'tdm. • of 
tHi 'M^k^i ^J fhe 'j^adea^ of-Injtriptiom 

)ikd-Vf^'fjinhsV'' ■•'■•'' '\ ;. ■■''■'' 

And with Ais explanation I return t* 

ft^prt)p8#'bafift<jft,- ■■"^'■'■1 ;" 

Ut! .'-f _" /!■':.;. : ;..^ .. -■:: ': : : ' .. ■■■■ 

-fi8iiJ9prfflM^my idea of ehivalry to be ' 
ftjfjy gmi'tM conjeftiire I- advance on 
the trigifi and nature of it, you incline to 
think,' may'deierve tp be admitted. ' But 
■'- yotr 
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yoK ni*y«> .perinps, admif k d>e.fQOM 
rtadiljf. -if you refleft, "That there i» 
«* a refnark«ble cowefpttKieii^y between 
" the maimers c^ the old heccMc times, 
<* as panted by their great romancer, 
** Hoojer,- and thofe wHch are reprer 
*' fented to us in the books of modem 
•* kn^ht-crrat^-" A h&L, of which 
DP good account, I believe, cui be ^t 
veq but l^y the aij^ftaoce of ^othpTi 
notlefecclt^ip, " That the potiticaiflat^ 
•• of Greece, is the quli^ periods pf ilTs 
<* iloryr was £ini]^ in taany refoeds tp 
** that of Eurc^rU broken hy u» .fei»<' 
" dal fyflem into an infUiiUe number c^ 
« petty independent governments." 

t. ■-.:'-.■ ... 

It is not my defign.lp ftfi&P^ on t^ 
pravmce of die learned perfon [a], to 
whom I owe?^hmt)ia«lwh0;hath 9n- 
derUkna, at h«:}<^^* £o .enlarge upon 
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k: ' iBtit fi>tne few dreuoifl&dMfr of agree- 
tiietit between the b^dic aadgethtc inan- 
ners, fuch 9s -are moft obvious and occoi' 
to iny memory, while 1 am Writnig, imy 
be worth puttfng down, l^way of ^ecl- 
i^n oiriy of what may be eapeOicd Sibm 
a profefTed inquiry into this curious fain 
jed. 

'j4^d. First, "the tiMlitaiy enthuii- 
*' i^ftn of the Barons is bur of a pifcce 
"^wfV^Jriae faBaticifiw of thdHcWft." 
^pf^f ti^Jatn&partieBlarity.Qf defci^r^ 
Ij^ ,fp .it^.dccouM ^ b:m!t«s> ff^cwDdf^ 
^a^%)# the <^eek poet,, at io -tbcrgo^ 
t^c Kf9aiKi9r9t H^Qfithat pcfpetml 
focceflwm ^.^«iDb^ «n^ ^fceds of ansuw 
even tofatietyj ia the^Xliad i And heneCi 
tiut Tnkwte euTiofi^ in «h6 display -«£ 
their dre&^ S/ftm^ accmifitenKbt^ whicii 
appears To Jhw)^ In ii^t poem. Tite; 
miods of all men, being occupied and 
ia.aJBanne^pb^l^ m& warlike ima- 
ges; 
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gcsiand.i4eaiSi v^efe much grsti^ed hv th<| 
poet^s dwelling- on the very flighteu c'ir- 
^umftances of thde things,^ which now, 
for, want of their .prejudices, appc?! cpld 
^nd unaffe£Ung to modern readers. 

' 'Bat the correfpondency holds in more 
particular confideradons. For 

2. " Wc hear much of Knights-errant 
"■ cncourvtering Giants^ and qupUing St^ 
** va;ges, iii books of chivalry," 

Thefe Giants were oppreffivefinldal 
Ijords, and every Lord -was to' b6 
met w-ithf like the Giant, in his ftrdng 
hol4» or caftle. TJieir depefida'ftta of a 
Ibwer fonm, Vrbbiiultuced the Viotetibft 
of their fup«riore, and had not fheir caf- 
tles, buttheir lupking-}4a<;esi were the 
SflwagesoiERdftiafice. The grefitcf Lord- 
was calted.4 Giant, f<v his power; die 
}d£, a Savagq^'ftiP his brutality.' -'- = '' 

AU this is itiadpwed but in th^ ^hii: 
' tales, 
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tates> and ibmetimes exprefled 'in plain 
words. Theobjcdsofthc knigKt's ven- 
geance go indeed by the variotis names of 
Giants', Paynims, Saracensahd Savages. 
But of what family they all are, is clear- 
ly feen from the Poet's defcription. 

What Mifler wtght, quoth he, and iiow &r hmce 

Is he, that doth to travellers fuch bamu^ 
iHeis, faid he, a man of great defence. 
Expert in hattle, and in deeds of arms ;- 
-: rAnd outre emboIdenM l^ die wicked duunu 
With which hi* daughter i<^ hitn-ftill fvi^oTti 
- (HziUig great Ltrd/hipigat and goodly farmi 
T^'^ijb'^i ofprejjpan of his pow\ txtart ; 
%'«r)^lihe ftill them balds and keepswidLftroiY 
•Bbrt,,, . . 

And daily hehis wrong ^ncreafeth more : 
^or never wight he letsjto pals that way - > 

Overtiis bridge, albethe^riclior poor, , 
But he him makes his paflage-penny my : 
'Elfe'lie doth hold him back or beat away. 

TTiereto 
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.Tbm/^tK )a&^ Groan of evUGuifi : - ,. 

WtioTefcalp is Iwre that bondage doth twwuy^ 
'. Which polls and pills the poor in piteous wire, 
But he hanfflf vpoB the rich doth tyrannize^. 

Spesser, B. v. C, P 

Here we have the great oppreffivo 
Baron very graphically let forth: And 
the Groom 0/ evif guife is as plainly the 
Baroo's vaJjH. The romaneere. Wje fgc, 
took no gre«t liberty with the& rdpe£ta- 
}M perfbnagee, when they called ^<^e 
■a Giast, and the other . a Savage.' 

•* Another t«tpr of the gothi^ ^ges 
. « was, Mmjierst pragomy &ad Sirpmtf." 
Thefe ftories were recdved in thoibd^ 
for feveral realbns : i. From.the-^qjg^r 
belief of enchantments : 3. From tkelr 
being reported on the^h, pf ^^eqi 
tradition, by ^c ajdventurers. j^to ^ihc 
hoiylhnd: 3. In fttlUat^r umeS:, ii;om 
the 
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dK ftrapge dniigs told and lM^iIr$%d, - on 

the difcovcry of the new world. ■ 

This laft confideration we find em- 
ployed by Spenfer to give an air of prd- 
babiU^ to his Faery tales, in the prdfecc 
to his &cond book. 

Now in all thefe refpe^ Greek anti- 
quity vwj- much refcmblcj the Go^c. 
^or what are Homer's Lxftrigons, -and 
' Cyclops, but bands of lawleJs faVages, 
with, each of them, a Giant of enormous 
fi£e at tiieir head ? And «^at are tbe 
Gredan Bacdiuft, H^rcula, and llio- 
'tiMS:.bQt Khights-^rnuit, the exad coiin- 
ter-^irtsof Sir-Launcelot and Amadis 
aeOimle? 

■ -fe 'AS* intiirpr<itati6n Wf "h*« the 
-liiAdrity'of our great Yott. 
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Al^id(%9ft'v.^'^i^ untJtm'tlj Jid overcome, , 
And wBBKg'-fepfeffed and eflablilh'd right, 
;-W]acbgj^e/s men h^d formerly ftr^ntw- 

- Next HEftcutEs fns |lkcertfatiiple'(heiCT*'..i;^ 

Who alt the TV eft with equkl conquc^wobfi^^ 

ATii-aioftftwms tyraiitsWrA his club fuOTut:^'V 

Thcclubofjufticedrad, with kinglv pow*j nJ^'U*^ 

.^. J>.-.~- ■ - V.V ■■ '. B..v.:CVr. 

■ .^^^yycouldthe very caftle of a Gj^^j 
g«nt_ W\tetter ^fcrifeed thin ;if^ tj^j 
words of Homerit ■ ' ^ -Jix 

"'- " :-','. ',' ' .:■■.■'■ '; " ■ .\ "r.^iu 
: ;flig^w^UW battlements Ite courts indcjfef 
. Alidtheflrtftiggitesa^'ahdnof foes." ^^^ 

Grecian worthies w^bci.: in tfaeif' ^QTi^^ij 

quclEngMonfters o^^J§r^^^J%^. 
preffing Giants ? ^- i-" ' '• ^ 

-.,.■1 ■'.-■y.'} \\ir.ri hr,B ■^vsd-ii.H '"'■ > 
afdiiu^a U — per 
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. J'. '»»l M t ^ ?i iiltf Hg.a; 1 

iioiils, or were enabled to ^as^^m gj^ 
figns for themfelves. Somedipc? jjiey 
«,^ri ta X ^^i-^5^..^SnM'¥nce of 

ircmg in wca concoo. 

lea *• .iwj-J \<i (ifljiwi 

c ho- 
nourably 



^i^. •* Robbery »id Pyracy ' 
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qiitnf juries of petty foTerei^;"Kt 

^^ TiMsineHcarisir" - - * ' 

Of theram£;dimoliGR 
mans, by Cxtkr. * 

appears from wliMPfiepteifjua^c^itgisiSs 

tUB ; fed principes' r^gisi^)^ mm^lfim 
rummtcT.ft ' •• * - - 

-vxi s-iav/ ' 




fuos jas .-diamt, cpptpwtaSi*. 



L)in,«.,G00glC 



. I j.- llnSr.aialfuiaii- feSiofliw'rtlil**, 
iKic ths&tae. nv :Baft»djrti«6jki.(:^k 
wjh,^j9(h;'^TJlg^.7reracxn•e^IJW^Kfi- 

^J^&JS ^fl''.<j|?J^'Ui><>n:i j.iie 
taaaiy s quarter,. jHrcrc "^^ wiul nrKe.^t C)r> 
i^^^afly timS'thty trini^elodiiB "iiis 

li J(J»ja"«ifl6b4iiJ Aig5«»«tji .«h«ir raagl+ 
l^iComnnwb ?!>•( their great* 

eAi JKit natiina]^ Haiti^/im MA 
fkMptM|98Sl>|eln^''W<^ l<Vi>gener«' o( 
^»iteft»%>ff:3nb(.waiiJftg«o<:Kifity;>of- 

■?3p! D 2 ... pitality. 
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so ,th,e>heroic ages ?" Achilles was at t^id^ 

>lti!i4*J&i!nai«ft-af'meiv.h>,i.!; -.;-«< 
■■%e feTC'ievOT''Mne re^enSfiiii 

ii»D(ljtnie%Eat^uSer bys hnatm«'Sf 

i^thefe Uenigi?i?epes,.;tHt,V^ ..„V+. -j 

' c6DciledbutbybbfeiVihg,tfift/lB flnliMb 
laWleisMltSf ltiag|^y>il dHMQ9!<W«U 
Anenlxwhdtd, danrfmwldkkteAali^ 

rerentment, rag^ q^aiiimQ%4gj|pl 

**«*!'*'"■'■■■'■' «;^- ■ -='»•' '■ sfci-iV^ 

; r';-;--. 4 -l bratc 
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ft.«fi9tiltos»afHort.j;..-(; f: A ■ >J:';-,w 
'if. Xaftlv,^".the, [Ki^ipo fpf idvcn- 

' praife jiidigliMy.". ii'-j.-.'j •.•:b- xx^f^ 
• ■ • - s b'> 
Hence the &me cuctningemeht, in 

the old Grc^k a^^u^'io^mp Sj^to pane- 
,.^£ifts;aiid poets-; the Ba&hs, being as 

A£jhcGcaaaail£taB&. . ^ ;„... 

■'*^!»i9,' a tRe fitaVaiifes erer fmbdiliic' 

■iM!®ni»te!s; WE ma 'a&retim rrftais 

■a-«Bajjetteirei^i'tliefflva^ltiifK(iJftS 
•'w^^^d* iV tIS?il&"oraie^aiiieW 
flfeiSS, 'liViBI Bic^et'iiKi:'^nafel^,-ri-! 



,,Googlc 



|MllctpAl efi^iatioa. - It^ was fo^^fea-' 
^aoitSai= ■- Aod thus itv#as jii:<C>l«eto:" 

;, ■*--:•.■.;■ Iv, ,:^.. .. -..j; „ ..rn^, !(:■ >s'' ■ 

\.^ syrlVsl natioas.cour^'for thcir'Soi^;.' 

>' 'Ifliele, AttMSTvite, and migK^loi^ ai^im 

- ' 'Wideasihe'Suaiifplays'lriivllBl'fil*. :* '""" 

i=->::22i • „; ■' ;. X>A3.S»ifc 

■ ■■■ ■ L ET-t B'R V.''- ■ ■■ 

'J: '^fflat v.ibiiajr 'lift 'leiitr,<MJii^ 
only to (hcnf thit i£e 'R^mbliii^ 1^ 

gflff , imd;l5jiii^gL;jtfclf: Jagj^jBOf!^ 
§)t fomefircgnifiipjii!' ^: ^;,|f^fe ' 

much thcwme^ "J . "'' "jl^ijiiL.. 
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that of the feudal barons, and atten^Qd 
bv.jtltt- Hk?, Iyn^)t(»n$;ajid^ 

tfe^Goffiic tfir es M^cwji^ttir tl>a.t e^r,, 
mo^' cocrefpbnding Jiaiet and received 
it'sch^dlcr from it 2 . ._ 

■ . _-\ r, -: ... f"- fj'-i -_,--'; ; ■ - . ,, J; 

' *An4 &is drcuni|baw,' ty rtjc wajr^_ 
%«o»^ii fbrtlie'cdnAahtiiuxture, which' 
l})04^^pdern; critic- cfteepns fb^iipnAirtiJVs* 
(^^astta^ wth&e'feinr 'talcs gf BLqt ^ 
i^ti^e. ' 7]ie pa^iv% anticiitlearflingv. 
j^^oa'rc\4^red,^m!ig^t d0ace,ti\cc;Uir^ 
i}^»(KH^"^fudi as'Spei^r an^ iw; 

Ja^iev loto t|i1s j^£nce!^ but the fimi- 

^(il^'^fi^oiiisr&ii'^lA^upon th^.;' 
vr^^ ^KVjt'^'^mt^^^i^ -tihd: ' nam- * 
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Ji(iit,fte'rtitgi6<t8'<*i(r«a«'oi''!«h* 

O0jito|tir ^ear of, ou avl CQ6a»K>»i 

And that Us dev^itiiw fw dK 'ffxTUtdot 
£> fsr toafi, that <£th« bnti, u a ilfti 



■^ih 



4>« 
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And does not one iee, on the In- 
— — »— ""puld arkvr. upon them r 




t, coutS Mi aSate mueb o^rtlu Ho- 
ni%ci ^itt would bfe paid ») the Ta^ feii-^ 
datanr. 

~'1%ii^ when idterell I^ad begun the 
h^^ me lanmiagft of love and Sattcry' 

t^atWigaage tendra you* mW vx%v die 
cckHftant ftrain c^theRdrpances tnemfelves 
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\ :;TjM=il^ Weaning Q^'aQ' wBi^ -A 
^3 t Tiiat, as in'ttiofc tucbulent Ico^H 
times.vir:./g»ccitedtor vras dccc^ej to tjie 
wjeakn^ , or tKe , fer, & Jhc coiijleott& , 
and valonius^fciu^ approyc himV 

fiifitJiy qualifial firili^itpfficfc. . Api' 
we find, ! Tie" tad other' ippuves to fct him'. 
oh v^OTlc'tban'thc merc",chani^"and grai-' 
ce8,tho ewcr.foTCwchin&ofthe'perlDnl 

Hence th«i, as I iuppofe, die cuAoih . 
was introduced ^ A'nd,:when iptrodqopdi v 
you, wtt. ' Hardly. wtmda; It jl^uM 
i^'mucb'Ton^o-; aadlKrtncr'tliaii'iHe* 
rcalbn majr feem torr^pire, on whit^ 1^7 
was, founded. ■'■''>.'-'.',"-' :'?'*^ *;'-v, 

^''In ton^fe 0^. ffia'f&icTiiMJffi'iatt'i'j 
pofervclo jrou, thatrnp^two poetns.^icrv 
Homer cxpi^fe in ftcTirelidf .manqerj. 
and weS ihtendBO'?Ki«^afe,-ihe.i!ap^r 

" -,' : mifchiefe 
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piifchidfs' ^h^' idcofiveiiieAces'' SiriSngl 

i^J^iad'Jitne'diirenfidiis'tiidt naturally 
^i^g'up alhorigft-a nuimbit of indepcfl'^" 
dent ducfs ; And the Odyfley,' die infoi' 
leiicc of their grcater fu^eds, more e& 
pecialiy when unfieftriunbd'l^iy the pre- 
face of dieir Sovereign. 
.*. ■:: £..7 •'■ ■-:'. ■■!■': c:.: -I :■ . : "^ 
7 ■ ■ . , .•'■■» 

'■ ITjefe'were '^i fiilgei^ts of Hi* pert* 
And cah,anjr."thing.nidre exafliy- fefcm-: 
ble' the' co^difiori oi'^t' feudal timesi 
when, on opcafiqn of , any, great enter- 
prize, as tftit of . the Crufades, the 'd6- 
fi^oF "the confedoratfOinftian-ftates" 
were pwfietuallyfi-uftr&tedvbrihtci-rupt-' 
^'^ IqMt; 1)^ tlie difehfioLs'of their' 
leaders j aiid tlieiraifFalrs at hottie as peiv* 
pe'mali/-cii{h-efled a(i(i'(fiibrdbred by the' 
fd&cRious ufurpatioos of tfietr greater^ 
yaaals.'?,'. 

'-^' Aafi' J«miyba"TMttriheEuro-\ 
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•J- .i©T-it betio filiprize to yon tHktj 

.Qothicd^RgjeRi , r^ ... .^, ;;;,„;;i.; ; 

You fee, iBj'pii^feis tp Itad'yoi 

'■'■J'.., unuung; 
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Much has been £iid, •nd^W'p'^ 
truth, of the fdidty of Homer's ige, for 
poetical msmnofs.^; ISut-as/H^merwas a 
citizen jijEtlifevirprWi when hc^ad fcen in 
^Greece, on the one hand, tfaeinuumefs 
|M:b^cdafia4>a^.b>u|drluiODtbei«wr 

bat he-nSKtdnnfi^i^.'lhw .ipietaai 
0e*aKiii ^KNhftigR^aidcortbiifi^i 
■j(irerii»:w9i)J4.i-./art^;;h»w fans 

^.M'-ft^i^'m"-,-,,:..:..., ■.. . ; ;a 

If any great poet, lijte ftwo«r^fe(} 
lived amongft, and iting'of, die Gothic 
J|()^l)ts)^ia^ »)t;,%Qlfiii7^d(lEUra 

4ij^'_iK!R:la«ft,iM^^'sui(,.^^^«^ 
f''A^i;.rr; them 
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feience^ii perfuade m;plelf, had beeQ ve* 
ly {enfible... But their ipftuhe was wA 

ibWSe/rr'hrK J>ii;!r:--.-J Mil if'y^.y' 
mhcsillacrv" 



Urgenhir, ignotigue longa 

■.:~.lUJe:iwxrp>iU>K'«>i!b»j|Mifitfli:>v«tet 

iltal g;eimslfeaii ^esUikiftotiier-'^r 
b»B«f :)t, uiAiniM Komiituen.^rlAttl' 
i^ hdl linfciiisiiotoftefynjf th««;«):;tf«' 
emiinaiii th»t4^g<*W*9?'wh>oh'&ii> 
K^ttd^dte isuij* linws, '-WB^i naS* ; 
^t ^nii^'{hV')WVi<H-fiiiwfcE(H!saiid 
fat^eSsof defcriptIoi>%>*WMy<isW!'S^, 
the fimplc and nncontroHed barbarity Bf 

oiii;. ;-■ ;,*■;■:) -vnrciiKr. ;{lor<;xs^<isi.*^ 

L'llXhe frinb^ <iMeiateia«9««tSi^- 
*toi.ih« 4dinc»tic» iitiho^iconfiftrin- 
„,►...!! the 
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.'^i*M»!(Xp^^.>^L die bqOate.Mffionsi 
^'i^j^ arejs^viplcedfln^kei^aiweiboiii 
'«ne^ehd 'ofTme lljad to ','Ac' dlt«r,. W 
ereiy^ima^natteicerie'i^ fage,jCTengey 

-'^ons.aresvicaisby,in..ysbt 

;hts) and K^ihonduup^ 9pec^t<^ 

^.$ i ■ " "" . w^ 
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The cuncot populw tales of Elm 



wmcn way waiu ancyaeuffSa Ku nun 
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'• CHIVALRY.- ^^ '49 
/■ibleiBn &itei«s^of witthGra^ ^ ifttan- 
Utidn^ th» horrors oif the :6«iAie«d-e 
above; m^aforc ftriku^ md tmtbte; 1^ 
mununeries of the pagan prieib were 
^t3Mptlb;biit theGotlUc Encbamnt Oiook 
aativlforthed all nature. / 

Yj Vt ? v.: : '.'■'■ ■-.:■■■'.' : '. :,,■■: . . i 

.^ . J We - feel this difference, veiy. |enfibly 
in reading the aotien^ and nud^rniiiae^. 
Vop would ■ not compare. the Camdia of 

fp^imwith the Witches- ioMach^. 
pd^ what are Virgil's myrtka dropping 
2^gc>^».tO'Taffi)'s£pchan«d tos^ i' ■ : - 

'*' i!^4d' indeed, -who had a fancy tura'd 
to rdtKiftce, makes Mtdea, in a rant, 
talk wildly. But was tlus the common 
fiH^age of -thwi-oihier writers?. The 
fl^lKahtVcfi in Virgil fays 'cooly of the 
ffn^cHiefeft pfod^es'df her charms 



rue'^o'&cpeliipuniWri, &"f^ coiidere iylvis 
"Woenn^.'fepe'iiuftiai'iniisVxcirolepuldiris, ■ 
>JDiqfl9J^$i^^^vfd)>i&rti^reEneSes..>.:- ^^ 

anwiii - E The 



.y Google 



jp lettJ;rb>on 

The adnuntUe poet has given -^n ulr 
«f die ntu^iUotis to his fubjcA, by di« 
iiu^ic of bh expreffion. ' EMc, vvixft do 
ve iind here, bat the otdiiistfy t^hR^ 
t£-mia^bofy, the volgar fupa^fti^pavt^ 
evohf^ Spiriti, aftd ifac fttf^nMinfti- 
tncc^/afdnatim on the hopes of rural 
induftry. 

N<te Hlbk: Bbriqw) oailo'tnBu c^miiodx qiiif- 
I^mat — - 

fiiysthe poet of his covatrj-G^ io,'^ 
^is jfecuri^ from a fa^mtini^ E^ vrfxt 
a fingular pnvilege, md the mark <^ % 
more tiun comrnQn good fortune. ~ 

Shakefpear, on the other hand, wMts. 
(errible fubUme {which not ^ mucli t|i« 
energy of his genius, as the nature o/.^. 
Gsh^t^k drew fimn htm) givc^ us an^er 
idea of die rvt^h maffCf a^ fae caili k, 
of fuiy enchantmentv „ 

. £ .i ' — Ifaave 
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-,.1, ...i ;- . . .,J«-»ilBrtbeteiM'i: ...i 

. ..lji|ni«iL-iMe Slim .«*U'4 Sx* 4m gwitwu* 

Anf *twixt the gl'efen ftft anil the azure Vault i 

' M'Htatb; war I tS th< dfeii rkttlt«g'tttf!l(tl^ 

An>0 1 gh'it fii«, aad VMM Jiwe^e floitC'^j&k J 

Wjdihi lOwnlMiki TJuArong^bss'd fllpovhl 

■ ■. '^ : .-.-■ . .,■'■■,.. 

Havclmadeibalce-, andby.the Tpurrs plvclcM up 

.-'Aiei^itiftandCcdart Graves, at'rny ocun^anJ, 

Have open'd, and Itt forth their ileepi^r-<— 

. *t\it laft circumftaqtyi you wijl ^, 
fe^but ihtani^aiimis excite Jej^ukhris'oS 
tti^ latin poet.. But'a Ver^-figl^^&it 
<^ora marks the difference. Ttie pa^an 
beicn»tUtiett-sliiid'9^batldTcd )!t(Ie't!%ks 
by which they pretended to call up the 
^ofts, or /h^dows: pf ^e cTcad: but 
tH^C in the ide« of . paganiAn, were 
^uk -illvotHer thi^ ^rtt» Shake^nteit's 

This may ftrvtt fcrSf Cift of Shakef- 
?»'fi;i-l ■- E 2 peai'i 
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peer's, magic And 1 ,cao*t but thji^ 
that, when MUtda wanted to paipt the 
'hixToreof diat nigfat (one of the nojbloQ: 

P&Ttsoih^sJ'ara^ii/e.Iifgained) which. ^e 
J)cvil^mfelf is feigned to cDnjure.^p.ia 
the wjlderncfs, the .Gothic l^ngu^jipd 
ideas-helped him to workup histonpeft 
mth.fuch terror. You will judge from 
ttefc lines : . ^^ 

— nor flaid th« tcrtor there i 
Inferiial ghofls and helliih furies foifnd 
' ' Ent'iron'd } (bme howi'd, fome yell'd, (ome 
* ■ fliriek'd,' : ' ■'' 

J SQmclieiictttbcedwinfieiy.dara— . . r ".(> 

; ]^t , above all ironp the followii^g, , 

Thus pafs'd the night fo fou}, till morniog f^it 
' Came forth widipngrimfteps in amice gray, 
' Who with her tvJiatit Jhigrr ftilt'd the roar 
; Ofthander,xh)i^dtlM«btaliiandbidtbevlnd« 

• P^griifyjptam -— .;.. 

where flie radimljt^ po"lf ^ ** ^* 

potent 
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'CHrVAXiElV. 53 

poftht "wand of the Gothic ihagfciansV 
wnicK could reduce the calm of "nature)' 
upirfioccafion,' as well as dlfturb it; 
vci^^t'gHeJly fpe^ers'^idhj'^fi ap- 
pfoaiH'of morn, were apparently of 
thelf" faffing,- is a fegactous critic per- 
ceived' wfien he to6kaotice "how very 
" injudidousitw^ to'ritail ihipip^^' 
« fa^ei^itim in this place \e\^ 

After all, the concluiion is jiot to be 
drawn' fo much from particular parages-, 
as from the general mpreffkn left on our 
minds in reading the ahti&it And modern 
poees; ' And this 'is fo much in fevour of 
^iMtf^ff-j thM Mrl>Addifi>n fcruples 
nDr:to*fey, « THd Antieots have not 
"-bttichof^^ poetry ^Hiong them; for, 
*> u)deed(continua8h^'alraoft the whole 
^^r^fdlAKice'df il-owc<$t-'G ariginal'to die- 
'f 4krkiu£ and foptrffltton of ' later 
f ogRr^iat forelHth9r^1b(^ed upon na* 

' [e] la Dr. Wcwton's edition, 

-i--:-^; : . . E 3 ' "' .ture 
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"■ t)i^fe- the worW was cnligtrtWed-bj 
*.• le^fliingandphilofqphy, 3l)d-loVfd to 
": aftiJn31i,themieiTC8 with the ap0^p-» 
« 'fiaaa of Witcl^raft, Prodigies, C(*?BTO$, 
■'.as'djIni^antmaiUL The?<; «!M not a 
*.' vpUge in .England, that had:QQt ^ 
**^.<Jhoft ip ift, tlj^ chlircl^yards WBTc^ali 
" haunted, every lajgS: t^nu^on h^'l 
" circle ©r fairies",, belonging to it, anq 
*f 'there was fcsuce a Shepherd tD be met 
V ^ith ^bo ha^-nptiipen a .ipiric/*i. ' ' 

We are upon eiichanted grwH^. ^' 
ftipipidi aqd yofl.^t;:to-S>tDk.yani*|f 
veH hW •'a' 5 XleMh" yw nq loogtr ia 
thi»fi;arfcl cird*;- TBl» glyiB|lfej*0 
li*ve.Jifd(ifi^ wiH'itcIpyovr '■(>i#H- 
%9i^:t°<:oncelve.i|i$,KA( Aodlwitlimlf' 
va/ofi; mopis yp\l,!<Rll.'ce)ld)Iy 4p|>M>iil<'' 
tjut the iw«M«.«4r.'P<i;^'(ao(tti«il(lM4' 

fhaj)geoftbefc«Kjn»icfiAlini!,**Se 
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tei^4U9» more iil^nnij^ thiui tl?Qfe o£ 
ibifsciltSitliiite'i, :ln a ntifd, ygtt-wiU 
^aiiiat! tb«. mumri they (niMi i>nd tbp 
Ji/^a^itim .liKf sdgj*, ve, Af aw* 
pjeiijajfcr being G««*>'!.. . ■,, 

' .-' x,e:'T Te R- m" ' - 

|r> U T nothing fkewt the jiifecrenp^ 
Cf of 4^e two fylicms uii4^ copfid&j 
ration more pl^ly* than the ene^ '^e^ 
r^y had- on die two gre^ft of our 
Poet? J jtiifaillfheTJt'OMKcha)) Epg- 
lift>?S»ste 'SS«^f'«»!i-»o-<»W)pwe with 
^ieglff-l <9W» S?Mif£» (n4 MitTiW, 

..■h i»«»t to be. doabted but that each 
ofdlbofeboateltad JAidlsdtus poeiic fire 
ten ilMe fablgi. jp that, ef cottrie^ 
•fclWcPl^dides :-,wOBl(i lie that vnp 
y^^iefbUh ifpf^iilBosmotk in-< 
Di»iMid^i.*«l k)i<«^«iMn«e{Bftiealari}! 
nvt-.^ tite po&P.tdWfiMfchinlry. 

^ifjcij'.?: ■ E 4 Spenfer, " 
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H9petsi<R-^Tto* he had fjcep long^aaivt- 

Homob snd VirgiU chofe «he ctflfiss^ot^ 
chivalry fen- bie'i&enie, and iolry Lsttd' 
for the fcene of his fii^KMis. He ccndd. 
haveplajiti'ed, no doubt, ah herok dofiga 
on the. cxad: claiHc piodel : Or, he mi^ 
ilave ajmrhed between the Gcfthit tad 
Qaflic/^s his contemporary Ta% ^. 
Butthechrariflsdf/flftypreBfflled/ Atlif 
if any think, he was feducdd by Arloftc* 
iiit© this chcMce, they ihduld bc^fide^ 
that it could be only for Ae'iifoeof faiir 
f^it^sd; forthb^itisatkdichinuaerof 
thefe poets was widely diffo'ent. ' 

■ Under this idea then of a iGothic, not 
flaifical po«nt thsBaery^Men it to" be 
reid and criticized. ^ .'Aod'en-tin^iivnN- 
ctples, it would not be: dtffici:^!^ i4ftdd 
n*s merit ID anoditte way than 'hatE^faem 
\xt^hato axtea^ted, '? ■ ';■ 

Milton' 
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MSBM^faibicue, pnfcnxdthechiSo 
lyatklUiuitSe. reqUuc. . Bttifflt-.f^iMfiet 
^ghflfitsiion ; and fais favouKitoXift^C(& 
w*&-./ii[t&ttr mdbii KmgHs af,ihe^J!9md 
tjaik.1 '.Oh; this be h«^. £xe<& ^ ^ 
^rturter^tttjthia IHc^. Whst, tedhlw 

&^)oie, his growi^ fa^attcijb)iMp9Iti9^ 
kts^mbtdoji to take adifierent t&M frooi 
^jftnfer ; but dii^y ptuhaps,' d» dilcre-^ 
4^ i&to which the &£K\t& of ^chivalry bad 
Qi6w falleh by the immoitfil iatire of 
Cenranles. . Yet we fce thrtj' aI4 his po- 
oler wbere his^nthuliafin flames out 
n}0^ t. certain (H'^ik^on for the le* 
gends of chivillry before the fabjcs of 
Greece. 

' This circumftance, yott know, haa 
given ,D^ence to the auilerer and mote 
mechanrcal critics. The^ arc ready to 
ceafiife "his judgment, , as juvenile an4 
unformed, when they fee him fo deligfat- 
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mfiBcOk fitttfdD the& oeniin teu^ina 
Aat Milttw^id ntrf pirctvw tbt>dKt«ds 
of r^d^^WOtks, ;k«xU u tfae^? ^No :- it 
«U6 Bit die wmfi^m o£ bodts'of ^<4 

that took b» &IK71 as appaaiF^>Mn bi£ 

. . An4l^bu%fai(inof men. 

Where throng;. of kaightt in4 barons fcold 
.In weedf «f pi^^r l)jgh.trUimptu kiU/ 
With fiof* sf Wiwjiwbofc iwiJibeyM 

Of wi^ fff arippr while bMt^tpnbifiii . 
To win her grace, whom all commjBiul, ■ 

And when in the Penferofo he draws, 
by a fine contrivance, the fame hind of 
image to footh melfincholy which hchad" 
before givei) to excite mirth, he wdeed 
^^\\s tia author of , one of ihcfe ro- 
mance; 
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np.lolhai'nMtbjr af Ut ]nifep out tha 
MbW'. i»[.jhiUii,i at Sir fJaiuibt ^.On 
bfeidiiliGtiaiiarhiBi<pl& vbolusfcA 

lid' moil , VI- -r i ■■v:-.:.v. ;■:-.. 

■ Or, cal|f>pli|mr<l|>t^i»Mft«l4: . . , 

" OfCmfeJlVicJofAlgiifiili!,". 
'■ And wSo'iiia iGaiiace to'wifc "' 
,-: ,--l*lUtt<*ni*-<t-ditvirtiiotwrii!gawI'gtafs, ' 

An4 if ought ^fc gre&t bards faefide 
In lagF4a^ folcyutun^b^e ^g 
Of turneys and of trophies bung. 
f tSffisrijb'anIiijyiantmeiitsdiWr,'' ;■ 

U: HIDKrvnin isttie^ than jhMt* tb* £dr. -^ 

- The condui^ then of thefe two poets 
13!%«noliricTOi4o think With more re, 

ttfSi.a*?" .■?"_' cpmmoDlj' Ajneof th?' 
Gsiiicyii0Uits', Ihiean us »4ip^ to the! 
sf«()t,,tbe greater (Ksetry; ■■'■■ •' ' ■' 
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Cft LETTER6 O^ 
;-.J.ft|;.noihiiig of Shdct^id»,,beciaft 
tbciUhluiat^. (Uiti divia^ -lot it^M 

no oprtuiTTout^ but rsmUed atbuc&nl 
into all the re^ons of^hunan life anfl 
nailner&''So'thatwec^n'Ii^tyiay w)nt 
he prderred, or what he rge^id, on iiaU 
delibcrarioo. Yet one thing Is clear, diat 
evcD he is 'gt^et- when ' he- ufes C6thic 
nannefs and mactiinety/ii^ij wjieb he 
en^Jloys clafficaj : whiclj |)rings.,U5 again 
to ^e htac point, that the fbaner hbve; 
by thrir mature and geniusi'theadvaritag^ 
of die U^tet in produting^e jSf^/flw. ' 

LETT E R:;'Vnj;:..; 

I^ke ,V {^cnticiziiig5psni^'fi'poenT> 
. " under,llK . idea, net^if wcl^fical 
« but Gothic compofition-". 

It 'is 'cer^ip inuch,.ji|^.inight:,^t 

dirowh on mat (ingulaiLWortpt. were ai^^' 

able ch^c tpcpnfi4erit}R tlus view. For^ 

iiiftance, "hi tni^ht go fome. way towards 

expl^ng, 
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^.ftiOiiaadestkiiiS of the PMfy.'Qaeenj 
athkrhfta-jclaflictil readcrft has appeared 
iodBfeafiilei' 

1 have tak^n the fancy, with your 
leave, to try my hand on this curious 
fulled. - ' [ .' ' '] ' ' 

,^_When an arGhiteit examines "a Ootfawl 
(Irudurc by Greciaa rules, he finds no- 
thing but deformity. But the Gothic ar- 
clxite^ure has it'^s oyvn rules, by which 
yi^hen it conies to be cxanljncd, it is feen 
to have it's merit,; as well as the;<jreciail.' 
The queftion is not; which of the two 
is conducted in die' fimpleft ot- trueft 
ui\e: but whether there lie not feftffi 
apd defign in bo^h* when fcnjtinized by 
the laws on which each is prbjodted: 

■ ":,Xlic fai^e obfervation holds of the iwo 

&rts of poetry, jad^s o£ ^ Faery ^e^ 

6y_,the claflid njodels, and- you are 

. -.,, fhocked 



i 
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plicity of tbci fbnher are ina»'cBtn|ddM:i 
but die Jatter has that fsR of uAH^iinl 
^implic%, :^hich. refutes frMait's nato^a 

The Faepy Queen then, as a Gbtllk 
peetn^ derives it's Method, as well as- 
the dther charaAers of it's coinpofitibn,- 
. from the el^bliflied modes and ifleas ci 
chivalry. " . 

It was ufual, inthe da^ of knight-Vr' 
ranby,^ die holding of any great fealit, 
for Knights to apjiear before the t'rince, 
who prefi4<>d at it, and claim the prtvilqg» 
of bcdng fent «h any adventure, to which 
the folemnity might give sccafion. For 
it was fuppofed that, when fuch a thrmg-^ 
e^/to^teWAjTOTU ioiii asMiltop fpeaks . 
of, were got together, the diftrcfled flfgttid 
flock in from oU quarters, as to a plac« 
where they knew the^ might iind and 
claim redrefs for all their grievances. 

Thi. 
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of jpu^ iBtid' antient diivalrjftv- fi^tiiifi 

kc^'il{f-iivibechftl«8 of ^groftt^ D4>an3» 
Udra^rdttUitf ieftnral or fotefltsitjr t r t^ 
wfaicbwif. y9e wibt ui kiiUnce, I raftjf 
yofi to the delcri{Hk)n a£z feaft made at 
. Lifle ia *453> in ttelCPurt pf Philip the 
Copd, Duke of Barguiidy, for a «furade 
i^a£t the Turks : As yoal tfyzy ^d if 
given aC large in the Aiemoirs of H^ff 
tbiev de Csnci, Olivier de la Marcbe^ zni 

Tlwl feift was hcld^for fwehe days r 
ami each day uras difting;mihed by the 
dtiiiri^nd aWowancttof idtnc advehtofe; 

Now laying down this pratSHcc, as a| 
foandatibb fca the poet's defign, you wiU 
fee' how properly the Faery ^tfeen is con- 
dbaed. 

i rrnr" ^ ^^^^^> %^ ** tjowiiim&if 

'* inhisX^tt^t ^.Sir W, RftlC^b, that 
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■ 354 IB'T.T^'KSID'N. 

. Wi^diaiEiKSry C^fcen kept her ■ afifetial 
« fcaftc xii)6iys : upon wl»dl»MS*%- 
" ral days, the oCcations cf the xii feve- 

^ Ril'«dventur«!liapened;'Ti*hich'being 
" und8rukenl^j:ii feverbl kni^tii '^ 
** -in theft xii books fevcftil^ haotll^." 

■ : ■■ ■.;■; . - ■.. . ■-/ . .'■■■■ .'■'*'-^ 

[ Here yoW have die poetdgUifcrjngiu^ 
own ipethpa, apd thq.reafon of jit^.;ij^t 
afoCef iit o£the order q{, his fujtyeia*..^!^ 
tifould you defire a better rea^nj^tJ^ 
choice? . . -.;.^ ■ ^ijo iv 

Yes; you will %< a. poet's mdth«dife 
not that of his fubjeS. I grant you, as to 
the order of tititei . ia 'vrhtch the redtal ia 
made J fw here, as Spenier obferves!(afid 
his own pradicc agrees to die RuIe)U« 
die main difference between the fOethij^ 
tical/andihebtfioriographer: Thei^ilbri 
of which 18- drattfrt ■ from the iifite(fr*cff 
Epicc6inpofidoniticlf,andiiol<j8^^uaily,' 
let the fu^eft'bii ttifttlitTriH; kfiii wfet'^ 
ef er d^l^m of^aritit^Mj i^'-^lt^ 
s :. . "'i it 
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na^^vui^ ia this re^M}^? -u :[- ;..' 

Btit the cafe is not the iame with re- 
pnl-.tp'^tfae generiilplan of a work; or 
^Yba^inqay be called'the os^oiSfiribu- 
ti&ft . yAuch is and muft be governed t^ 
the fubjeft-maaer itfelf. It was as requi? 
Gtefor the Faery Qyeen toconfiftof the 
sdyMttires of twelve knights, as for the 
Odyflcy to be confined to the adventures 
of 009. Hero : JuAice had odierwife not 
t)(!00 4one to hUfubJeft. 

■ )Sf}l;hatif you.wjU lay anything againfl 
the poet's method, you muft fay that he 
ihould not have chofen this fubje^. But 
Uu;i9biei%on ari&afroin your ctailic ideas 
o^U^i^r which have no place h^re; and. 
^.i^^ewry view fprcign to die purpofc,. 
i^|ii^,ppet las foMnd means to give his 
Yi9fi|5,tbp'pOflfiftiBapf inany.parjts, the 

, . F able 
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ft wotIl requirmg it. 

If yun a& theR^ : *h£tf is this Vrtity of 
Spenfer's Poera ? I fay> It eoti^ m iht 

. v^alAoi^ of it's feversl adventUfcg los^no 
coditnoH' mghal, the a{^x»ntmtft)t ; 0/ 
chia Faetf Qu^fcn ^ and to ona cdm&ioH., 
Old, xhfcoff^l^XiQft ©f the Faery <^^l^'{!. 
iBJon<5ions. . The kBig)us iffuc4 fortS.. 
6i> their a<!ventUFe6 o» thdhreakio^i^. 
of this annual fea(l j ^ndtbe iMXt z^fiudl 
fealt, we are to fuppofe, is to bring tlKi^ 
fogethcp again froin the atchievement of^ 
filcir feverai charges", 

■ This, it is'^riiic, isfitrt tite clalSe jOnit^^ 
^ftKich' eonfifts in^ 'the reprefeiitatida « 
one-ahtire aSibh : but it is an TTnity of 
Sitkhw fdrt,. im'ptiltyVdiiltiBgfiSnflh*' 
relpe(E! wliuch^ number of rcIitftH z<S^a0 
have'B-ow;edmmMipu1^fi4&^ "&i'6(fiei'' 
<4,.i'.i i. ., J -. ^ words, ' 
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ofodioh; ■ :■ J"~ lo -"v. - 

ThisGothic method of defigil in poiptfy/ 
rtiy tie, in fqme fort, itluflrated by wtiat is 
c&lied the 6othic method ofdcfign inOar-, 
ffenitig. A wood or grOVc ctit out into 
miny feparate B^enues or glades was a- 
mbii^Athe moft ^ourite of the works 
of^iiff jr Whidh oiir facers attempted in 
this'i^)ecies of culdvation. Tbefe n^s 
Wt^ediftina from eac^ othef, htd* «ach, 
tififlf' ifcrerM deffifti^n, 4nd Mrmteited 
on their dwn ftoj^r bbjefts. Yet the 
whofe Was brought [ together and confi- 
dttftd undef CM vi6W hy the relation 
which there vtkrious ojMtiings had, not to 
*^di6to, but to (heir common and 
qoncUrtent c6ht6r. ' ' Vdu afid I Ate, per- 
''~'a^j^_a^wd that this' ^rt of gardening 



is not 'iSffo true a tafle as that v^Ich 
^a(,afki Mature have J)rought us ac- 
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6^. , LSTTB,jLSr>p^ ■ 

H* ited with J- whercthc fupremc art 
eX)eiigher conHib in di?p94hg jiis 
ground and objefts into an entire lantt^ 
. _^/)> ; and ' grpuping them, iflmay/ule 
thetej-ni',- info eaiy a manner, that the 
carelefs dbferver, 'th'o' he be taken with 
the fymmetry of the whole, dlfcovers'ii^ 
art in "riie combination : 

• . ;t'fi.li^C|'fifi)ett9 il Vel gUrdin a'aperfe} / 'J ' 
.Ac<|uc.ftagnanti>nipbili ctifblli, . , ,,.,;. r. 
"Fior van, e varie piante, herbc diverfe, 
Aj^rtche C<diinette, (Mnbrofi; valli, ' '''''^ '"_ 

', ■■Sdvc,«'fpduiidiem:,uNATi9TA offiH&'i J' 

, L'ArtejChetuttofas !w(lafi&9pre,, -. ■:,;,-. 
: .Tasso. C xvi. Sb.Jx^ 
liliifft 1 %, m4y.,l?c,tbe trucft J£)fl:p ip 
gardening, becavfe.&e fin^pleft ;[:^;§t 
there is a manifeft i^eg^rd to uni^ in ,thf 
other method i . which has had it's- ^^r^ 
micirs, as it may have again, and is cer- 
tainly notvn^oatk's de^zndhe^ty^ 

But wretumtpeur poet. ■ ThqR.4* 

-- - .: \ -, 'he 
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lie «ew Trbiri Golhic Meaa, aqfl thefe 
Ide^jl^mk, would fcadhirfi noTarSieii 
But, -as Spenier k-new^»*hat belongeH-to 
ciafflc'catft^Grfiri<Mi;- he was teflipt«d-'E6 
tie ttsfi;lyea.ffell clcKfer together by i^i 
expedient *of his own,' and by tindtksi^ 
teken"fix>aihi6ciaffic'incjrfcls. .'■ir.iiJ 



. Hit^Mtwwas to kiterfUpitbt^ttSfKJt 
ftory'of each bbolt, ^bydtfperfiBg'lffinta 
feverii; involving by 0iii meant; 4M'-«k 
ic wsjre iiuenwiiliiJgctb&-reve»I'diftiQni 
tpgodier, iti order d>gilr&lomething4iki^ 
die ' appeaMnce bf <^e. iS&t>ti to hTs 
twelve adventures. " And for this conduct, 
j^ittTurd as it feeins;)io bid ibme greM 
'il^m[Jles itithelraliiift>p06t8, thb*^ 1-be- 
4!^^, they were \s& hitb it by di^frnt 



. /J/lEfae«tfA^£Xpcdf(»i£'wh^bfarh0b(>rn!>w« 
' ed from the.clalScs» was by adopting one 
*ipaiidp.charaaerr-*ha*VHonld fits iceh 
"J^ , . •■ F 3 throughout 
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l]uou|heut, Priaot/i'diur, wbo H*$> 
i);j»&e''adventar9 of his owA, wsfs tt) 
liaye bis pjut ip (ad> of >lic ottierj ai^ 
thus i^vcral a^oft were to be .embodied 
-))y the latereA whi^hope principal Her* 
lud in them all, It is even obfetviljle, 
that Spenler'gives this adventurcof Frincse 
Arthur, in quell of Oloriana,as the proper 
fu^^ of his poeip. And upsBthis id^ 
^lateicarnaleditprof the Faery Qoeet) 
Jul atte'inpted, bpl | thinji withoiit iijii. 
pBlgj.to defeiid.tbe Uni^ atul iimp^citjr 
pf it's fable. The Vtith was, tbevidlenc* 
pfclaliic prejudices forced the poet tb 
^c€t this appearant^e of unity, thd* m 
^ntradi^tioDtobiigotbicfyftetit. And, 
as gr as we can jndge of the tenbur bi 
the yiiiok \Yprk frofd the gniflud half 
of it, , the adventure of Prince Arthur^ 
whatever the autbor pretended, andbis 
critic too eafily'faelieved, was but aii' af- 
ter thought ; arid at leaft with regard fe 
Ihe a^mcal JaUe, which we ate pbw 
confidering. 
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^eijg.by wild) he nf9ql(J..)K)ii^J)f 

•And if this was his defign, I will vav- 
iuve Id £i)r> that botb;lu£ expedisnts were 
injudicious. Their purpofe was to alljr 
trnj^B,;!!! ^lat}Jre.i^v(!OlpJ)!l(!b!f, f}(« 

..Gothic, m'fl *e fjjSl^jjgi^tjrj jhe ^^.^ 
.Jirhicb inifalliance was to difcqver and ex^ 
|«MeJh^ iuiccdi>;fiiof die Cbthic ' 

,. .liiqti^iopiwii) tb«n>. tmCiiA'mg the 
I'«IS)!:QB^ RSian «f)» M mrrniivtfotai 
Jim^^Sei. on .G«^.:ideaa,'tbat.flht 
^i>«tb«>didM« w^U.'ib afiea no- other 
Mii^idimiAM oilie/Igs, by whichifais 
ifebjflSjyffi.Wiweatd. .But.hi.spptaiis 
wt.fMn^TiiewrmivSiit _ij thfonghoot 
'JSI^Prmhihit .c«Jl«-i». Apirpiiu^ oAi- 
j^%l»:'^;«>Ky«t«ijip<i<.^s ehtrarAei^. 

(t)f|«$te(u WIH:S.v<»lf«Ai!min^li(.ia3#F 
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R«#'<ife«).- m liamitioii'iS'lRiMirii 
»l8»"fiii'«fe tnonf, add- bit fejves to 
aJldur'it;. T«^'hS'iella- us HwBSff'l*' 
Totting flut 

-ncv -;■■- 1 s'-u-^' ' ■^ i.j !:';i '/t: Vm \ 

• ..i; m W^IWSs;;:: ; -iv ' i' .■ ■ ■' :'.■;'■ 

ffiifis, lhalVfli^e''Br'»vehfcle, o('"1Mi- 
ftriiiiitW Rj coii»ey ite- mMal;'-":'-"* 

Now. undet itft idea, 4he lAi^^f- th* 
Faery Queen ia more apparent. Blis 
twejye fchights afbiib exe«np)ify^ m^^ 
.liptu^, outof wbitHt-one iiroAflUiiicba*. 
TaAeliis^to bo ic6B>p0fedI ' And' in '(his 
vidw the parVof'Pntice' AtihuF^ 'atik 
bkitbecoiiies ffmdiili'aAA yM not j!rfmi 
■i^iexa&ly, as'thepoethitXJohtriveil, 
it. ': They who;r!fl in the liltsil' ftStyi 
-that 16,. wfaty^tidzbat^on thc'feotidg^ 
A Barntircpoemi^iave cdnftantiy (JtjeOit 
■*d Ai this managetilMifci ; Tl«y''H9,"'.it 
nefcE&lily brtsidus'fhi: :nni»r' af- JH^ 
«'•■-'« > - Prince 
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imK.h»i no pMathetifitn itfirVnilMtfi 
or. heOwuldhavebadthecfakfp^. H* 
thould ei&«rlit9edonept>d>tilg<'«'<>tore.' 
And theot^e^Konis. oMWfliwnble; M 
tailV tkiKW-i^ nbt^ingi^thaK'cM jIm^H 
teiemove it but what f kive A)^A)| 
•fative might be the patpbfe i^ dw pot^ 
aiid which I tnyfelf haW ltj«M «f iM 
Slfficient- ■= '■ ■: •' ^''^ ■■■:■■■■-' 

^»:%t M^'biOtj'txt^ thWc^tt^ua fa) 

iafSli'mirit: .amlthat. for IH obviiiw 
MtUbo, dtd'': Uuicitlick aiMi taWtoiMM 
tafUi«itattt ae4ii»yisKMif-hciikS wtil 
nQt4D;h«ve die .twelve virtues in the'^A 
iaein which the knights had, each of 
tbmo^ ^thtir: dwiji- ^(<<idt>'^oeI«iTafter 
Votilil bclia «»ilttdf)«tetl)ilv»«!to4i>«« 
tfjiMch«f>eiidHa4lnb,«opil3tattafiii£k 
]il$Jt4ieHoi'«te9iAnbvB«di<i'kAiei inM 
]iafiAk»tw. <b(M«e«¥Meikt(iiviM<J(i«ik 
*jniv*;. knight : 
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t( ; .:;5 9i:'4:r;_ -. -'„ ;^., ■ j7.'.:'-iji: ;;; ;f, ,^ 

....laahWHthsjiett'nwMfe ^aijiifm 
anqr- l!&«)(pR0Mg. M msni « ^^ 

fnic in .««h .4d^ci|ta»i Ullii ijn ft Ol^ui^r 
|hkir4wt(l« ii<> pre^r hec<> ? Tb»h 
dip' N«to tp:e«^ija. bit IPfFfl rDedfi; 
virtue, he is fuperior to all hy uniJ^g 
die whole Oleic of their virtues io-^iiiii^ 
Mf: A«4<itawbe<i«)nmi;!it'iHiit^,y 
Ike i>o0iS$nnf4Mb|^|gicMI>f4rJm 
*lb>l«.>)HriM)e^&F«)9. .«s.^<».l»ii# 
doomtK j'ifiwi M i«i; him. o» iw 

tUViisryi .vVr;- V .'■.-■:7.',j on; s.^.v -..j :ua 

• • ■ ^ .; t ' ::k «') u*«;" "H.'i 

TbesoaclvSoB is, tlwb aq ui^a/Agwit 
M<.'{lenl>7lhi1aMlM^c«t ithei Wmki 
Qin»iii(:gl»gpned^-dl«JilAMA'«f the 
#ini/ ; -Aft i( Mer«!«tt4«es>y ttA*- ccffit 
4«aicdi«ai.<l«!.]'idf)ik!imiial%Wi«f«^' 
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•Mftf. ,'«>>.-tUii!t rim^: if ittlfta. %jk' 
fdf, diejilmiikioCtDllblk ■Ba>'^iBipilt» 
union pf the two dpfigifs tl}^ drifts a 
fKrplexiif ikid' toghtiu); i#tdi »''ibe 
ptb^, wd dhljr <»B$teaU|> ' dlfe9<f 

iN; s* .t>».4ogle ^yetem, sf th4 

jilBi "ill 'n«<7'!idiwKan»U P. Aittan 

claiHc kindi and it's unity ^ Arid ^r that 
of HomeM^d Virgi}, 
tr!a;",iT ';• ^.iJl ' 'i 1o hi- . ' • '• 
r AH Ais.tUciMWl!M«rmiif ntil, bdF 
Mi fKufdOPiMisititirib iMii ««ldScf«j 
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5* i,l****ki!6*r 

«Mi thatktlMJfimDiMiividrk (boat 

wio6i)i(jMfc itiA: libMUi^af •.-■; ■>■ ; .-. 

that of »iiother.rgia«tvFfl*io1l*o>-ftfe 
lowed the. CyQxm ytx ieem to Rcom^- 
mend* .1 fee no raa^HJ to be pereilip^ 
ttxy iosinbdaBiiiiig^isijiiigiJient,' a' 

■ . ..j.,:.^ ;,:.' . ; ■ ■ -;;r-:T03 

--'Tl»3daii9ta i£idm->piwbd£ei1«j0 
k Gonfidcniio at iMl k&d, ab 1^4 
^Bfh cbafii-biaflilaa 'of theipoilit, i .prindt-' 

wuetfjH QttUc mamtnaid jiBhm, 

«ir:.rf^u. i/; ^)i;;:,i- ■„.;., ,;;;;;:! ;.. .:■!. 

.;,;:.■' t..*<I-- ' '••« 

I obferved of the' famous Toiqiuto 

Id^i lba^::!V<«aiRt -ilMe 'he «wld a 

IMe.sf th« l|Mt<»r.t)i4<itosi*.of'«hli 

«)iin,tKtR«>i>,t|iatia^#l|lM»claflienixlili 
t-;.:.;. It 
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hedidlb. For. the gotkic &bia &UUg 
ev^day more and more into contempt* 
MditiK kaniiiiisaf die tpiesi thrd^fabut 
ajy^ fEniptKi ttdung aciaffic 'tutu,' -^-a^ 
{wtadDn; afJiiK mik bat beta cUaS^ 
Atrnded on'the.flnm; fdemUaace^it'ltaft 
to tint totiau ejii {>ctitat:i'i^§s'fi:bie& 
conduced in the fpirit of the Iliad, and 

jirjiids weadmirtf.;m HosEtcrand^¥irgit 

.ii^t th^ u^ootalli we ttd a^ihidiai 
>ikI idoft linaimiian of tfaofe poets, in 
'BUtnjr 0^-tbe Ihialler^arts, iio-thc'ininisi 
ter incidaate, and evenin thedefir^cioa^ 
and fimilies of his poem. ' : : . - -i 

a niKc ela£ki:iicadec aa> phlled '«ith 
nUs deteniK itDidiofiiiklKrufte I he 
Awvitb deHght thet&Rimitt. beanies 
dtiHoiBcr jM Vii*gaitdieCttdln.Aetlt» 
il. talian 
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Hut (teet ■. and itras olmoft rea^ t« li^f, 
t^bsaod.ftriiy ^riohanteiviitSi . • 

giien bjr thtfe la the mote iMocaUt, 
fottolcalkt tai & grastt^thM nothingt 
1 hc&m MaU. tnaitt ibll aniclidli, nt 
ifcdr j«dgibatt( for fudt eunngaiBicM 

- . i ■ "' .. . -'■- ' '. . ■"•■■/; 

Amw Iiiimt* nUde it's£iiiuiK«inai4|Ari 
ihe I^rench wits, vrho have codflanllyi! 
trial il up abora die OrkaubfilMoJii ind 
prineMly Jbt thit ttibo, that Tifla «^ 
laore tM&alL in hit. faUe, and (mM»' 
^fixing ill 6ie:Wotiders d£-ggAte' fidiolij' 
than bis Predeotfirr ..:.'-. 



.'tfht IiatuuluiMiadcetf^ iiredib£&.-: 

Ml for their eUbc btkd, Mfaahcc^fidBt.- 

ditir pt^nCw fir tlitiqintjr.i duir:*il«. 

mitalian.of hit. langiage t tfarttieluiofc^ 

of 
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CffivAtli"Y;r ■: ^ 

%l« ind liiaitHtrj or ftoM itiiktMt 
other K»[bn." ' ^ •-■.•'- . {-.; ,!; 

:|te:dii>ai ilwill, theRraMhfaiticUm 
hak'tatied itbe^oaHie ItaUu^ wkhtb» 
r«ft of Europe. Thi» dtxttow {iwpis 
hsveiboAd oieaiiB fo lead' the tfl^ -« 
(fdlu&t Obi &<hiDn>, of-dNieimiii^ 
bourt: And AtieftDnnks but little faightr 
^uio-'lhe rud«ft ' romancer in ite t)piiiioa 
of liHfewha tilce dteit iiotiew'of thefe 
thtdgs from their writers. 

iBi»(t>e fame poncipfe, ^bich nud» 
AmgireTallatheprtfeitiicsieAriaflaK 
h»J«d-ih(to iTf degnjes.Ki: lUak VMf' 
Mfarotabl]! of TtOirhiaftlCo -JChc jtiix*' 
tare «f dw gothic manner :!» his woHli 
tuBOMbMn SiigiKA. ItihaalliBk 4#. 
aaditof afiibenft; aad;<tlminftHk>: 
oatiitf :<£iUb diOajn the.tfcprBffioli Itf hi», 
foU ii mtinV detcflad, ibytMr niatf «ri' 
M ■■■■ ^cs. 
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;&t."5^ their good wUI, Xisife IjiinWf 
Hiq>d<iQQw follow the fateof AiiaAo-' ' 

' lirill hot Ay, tli«t a Iktie nation 
m^ Hi not pedupt Bath:: i^lf^wiib 
dieir other jeiUbns. for undenratuing (his 
gieatpset. They tipiKito t HiHolCa^ 
fiim^'ol^Kai; »nd.fia9ingtbc.tta- 
Ittn taj^agcjsnd its heft tirtitettAnutt 
ingin their isty^.thexhave fp«r«di,.nq 
finns to lower.thcjc(liimitiDn.!iJFbc>^«.. i 

Whatever their. inducements, were, 
tfic^ fucceeded bt^t too weirin their. at- 
tempt. Our- oblequipus and over mode0; 
Cdtics were ruh dowh by their autfaoo^ 
'TJbwirtafleof Xetten, With' fame .ini^ 
diingS} was brou^taniohgil ns at tlw: 
Rt^oration. ^eir laaguagCr . their inpM: 
Dct&t ■ hiqr their very prejudices were Ju^ 
dopted 'by bur Preiudii£edkiog.iuid'hitj 
Royali&r .Aiid :.lhe rnoee. faftijniiahte . 
. - wits. 
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CiriVALKY: • 8j 

• "bSb, 'tf *iirfc, • ik their fiiicje/;' as' niy 
lAita -Molefworth teBs us'thc (^(^e of 
'Q^iiilihagen hi his thne'did 'tbiVdcicks, 
by the oourt-ftandard. 

;f.;«.\;: ;::? . -^^ ' - •' ■ 

'•"Sir WiUavenant bpen'd the "way to 
•eKis'lrtWlbrtofcriticifmin a vety elabi 
Tdtis-pfeftce'to Gondibert; and his phi- 
ftMbphid' friend; Mr. liobbes, lent his 
beft'^feiice towards cftablllhing ' & 
dtflJ-'Sf iti Thefe (wo fine teiters cort- 
taifty iiideed, the ftibftance of whatever 
has ^en Hnce ' written ' on the fubjed. 
StidSeeding wits and critics did no more 
l)lAn%^6 thlar' language. It grew into 
albt'tftf 'Cant, with which Rymer, and 
ttii# reft of that School, filled tiieir flimfy 
eMj4 Siild rainbiing prefaces. 

"•'ter noble crifiihimlelf* condefcepd-, 

ed to" "take up Aii diie theiiie' ; Anii it'; 

.•ui t-.-.fc ;-:.:; ta:u.J".-j; ; , .» ;, ■■---.-* 

■w G is 
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$z LETTERS ON 

is cot to be/oj^ ^itfa ^Hat arabrity and 

;t^e^/&£ w^ -^ ^-fiaiisiit.j^fttjttf- 
favo^nte ot^cdt of bis raiUecy.! which 
is. never pitjre liv^ly^ -or poio^fs ;(hln 
wheh'it.expdes that " bad taAe which;* 
" jmakes,us^sfer a4:Ari^9.^ ^Vk^* 
'"'^d a 1lp!naP0i^,j(wi^out>clo9^r.hr^: 
'•'"^mea^ti of TaJ^'tp.tn Iiiad."-.^Triit>-..-' 

wtiM'^i^^^ly^PciadfiiJ^F ful>(i?fittp|ltttDd 
his ^fm^na;,, J^ "il^at the fro^iHiiinr 
" deeH.'may>oa^j^^l^^n^e 4)11^11)016 
" 'df'a jqft. reiia^'lbu^. th^t-.:|hf jIbMw , 
<< arc good for noting but to ^comipt 
" the taAe of .th^.wfha^^avfefea^B^ 
*' familiarity wi||i,tBc.jBDbte.aptiBi^-iTW 

This ingenious noblenun isj faitnidf^ 
one otxbit£oll^nt^faf;iei he fomc^oi 

pj^eftfy >iMmoM^^<j^'his :^le,itv^eS^ji 
iii<f y^\ fight . wji^ff X' ; ^*^ ^^- cpn-bms 
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. . 4t^ beitaitt Ae French vnts hcat&uA 
l^MMst .:^IMe. Eor. prete'bdtngj' in^ great 
J9Q4^j:to )nrb 'fifrined theoiielTesah 
t^ie^^re'l^Rc cf his noble, andenta, the)( 
cafily ' dticff his Lordflli{) orec' to their 
I>Mi;r:( 'While the' Uiiiins owre fiobii 
b«tt)^|»eti9)diogtttt Uftebf dieir oi^^^ 
aoclichil&sg'to ^f^thlmftK^jinf)^ ! 
oM<^g«Ke«t)d^r>«<d^«ofGR»c<^ 
. yr««iiu% eiq»j<d te> faiiiolentiiuM. . 

-.S)K|i>w« thead{IM'bf.<he Fi«tich 
vnitMi^jiHi ftdi tlkw tli^pbs over the 

poor Italians. , . _ 

.1-rt^'i fh" ■ - ' ■-; ^":- . '- 

.-itigiuftbe ownej^'lidee^ die; ba4 
^jRyr-ijdnutfage oo'tbeitfi^e; m ,^. 
(joniift'with riicir'iS^s. '."Mp;*^ 
aad l^riihgof j(&]!^Y^ftd beeii ^g on 
diedeeliii^ and ibe^ne writers under 
, G 2 Louis 
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t<MM:!:XiV;ww«r every Say ~adviii'ci, 
ingr^e;.Erench 'language^ fuch asit'is» 
. (fimple, clear, exaft, that is, fit for bu- 
fint&and cdiwdfiitiDn j ftucfoF^atVea- 
leiri^bdO^Ul&.totfil-want ei numWsi 
fUbl»tid^:uiififeiKed:t6 the geiliu? of &e 
gteitv pMtcy) tdwinii k's Jafll peff^j-' 
•^m/< ^erpurilyi^rdCTtbe antlenc-tndtiiK^ 
;bactee'i«lelb:ai>dirfl<x>d, and kVim 
^>prUe:<jE,'tiiiil tefl^oritiei' to! likfUfe 
«vix^ JD&ande.:ef:f>)fe taAe.tili'tttl:>^6- 
deraMvrrteRir. '3&l'ttallan, lt;I^I;«rt!da,' 
coaid KM ilUnd!fe fei!«nfi fciX>^ 'Btit 
they had elcaped better, if the moft &/hi* 
ohable^iftlie'iFccniJK poets 'had'tMt^u 
the &ma4pie;licmdicirbeifl tdlte' " 

A.lucky.word'inaverfe, which iounds 

*ell iuiJ^csiiifiiixiy gets byheatt, ^e» 

iariher- thanfa^iirtWiime of jaft crid^fin.'' 

• in'^l)cM,Tthe<j!^^but coiil'S8it«iP 

-, happeejS*},^ fayifoitiediing s*^ tfe fi*^ 

', s^-of-'faft-i-^aiHt'thii magic of 'thi>-' 

i'r^I. ■ - ., word 
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word, li^e tbe report of Aftolib's, horn 
in Andffo,'' overturned at once the. folid 
arid' wen' built re^iuatioR of tfte IbHao 

' ?^-.'i ,' ," ^,"^. ' ■ , "'i' ;■ 

'It Is not perhaps' foartiazing'dsfcitthk ■ 
patent word fhbuld do' it's buibeis. ifi 
Frfiice. It put iK'iBts a'frighf on tli^s 
fide'tfie walisrl Mi^. Addiibn, wliogavi 
tfe -law in ta'ft«"h'e«;' took'it.np ancl ' 
'ien??t" about the'- kihgdcirtx jri bis polite '_ 
"arf3 'popular effajrs'.f Ir b^caixle a ip^ or* ' 
feBSi-word kthoiigihe'critics'i ^d, oii "' 
-the IMden, rrtbingwas ijeard,'.on' 4^ 
"riMi 'b4Vthfe'-c,!f»j«ii»ir 'of Ta'ITo. 

-Aftirail; thtfetwa'te^w^able Writers 
mfe^ittiot intend the' hiifcbieftheywc-e ^ 
iomg. The obfetretleH' «ds^ julf, but "^ 
"" vras extended much &rth«r than they 
'fitt'ant, by their wWefi followers arid «d- , 
' la^s,' The eflia was, is 1 i'»id,.tha« 
"'the, ^It^lian 'poetry was* reje^ed in tl\c 

"" ■ '.-r] ' G J graft 
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gtSfe, by virrac of t^s cenfiire ; dio' the 
aa&ors of it had fud no more than this, 
" T^at their beft poet had fomc falfe 
" thoughts, and dealt, ^as tiiey fuppoied, 
" too much in incrqiUhle fiction •"-,/-,, 

■ I leav* ydd to majcc yoqr own reficxi 
ions (tti'^-di(»t hiftcM^ of the.It^i^an 
p«&J^I ^Is'noth^ clefign to maieitli ^^ 
apolog^ip-aH rcfpdfts. However,^wim ^ 
reigura fef^jS^ of &ele charges, I ^re-^ 
fume td % diat, as joft as it is Jh_'l^^ 
fen^ in flfhieh I poiijiide myfelf it jvag"'; 
intended, ^ere are more inflaoces o^ -. 
natural feiidment ana br^at divine lim- '^ 
pUcity we "admire in the anticnts, pvot'' 
in 'Guarini's i*^^ i'itii^, than in th^tfeft^^ 
pf the French poets.; ^ ' 

■ -■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■*■ ■ .'. ■■ ■ ::a"-'-' 

Afid as to die /^, 'I pretoid to &«*■" ^ 
yoii/ift my next Letter, that it Ss po. 
fault; at ail in the'XuaOftocis. " * 
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eH / »to fa cbecojhfia lieliar—lf 
this queftion could evo- 1» reifo^ 
'. nably aiked on any .ocCf)$(Hb it - 
miu^'fiirely bt wheathe ^it and poetry. > • 
o^jthat people were' under ponjiderati^ ; 
ori._|^^ The enchanting fwectne<irq:f tbcw v 
tosgue, the richn^s 'of thejr inyention, \ 
the'lireand elcvatkm^of^ their genius, thp ■ 
Jplpndor of their exfffcffibn on great ful^-^ 
je^, and the native ^jtlicity of. their. * 
fentime'nts, on affeflin^ ones ; All thcfe '.^ 
are'fuch manifeft adyanta^s'on'thefide ' 
of the Italian poets, as diouM ieem to 
comtnandourhigheft^miraiioBoftH^ir . 
great and cs^^wcik^,'. -'' ,>' ■ ' 

V^t a differei;^ JjffljjCTgchasteen held ' 
\sy our iiner critics. And in particular ' 
yoo^ttbttt U commonly faid pf the tales of 
G4 Faeiy 
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ram* ;*)^ fh^. ,.firft. aad' .piiffd- 
paliy ai^onied, " That xhcy are unntku* - 
"ralfiq^abrurdt &at tb^..iurp»ft i^ , 
« IjwikIs. not of truth onIy» but^f (VOr , ; 
"hability; and look more like Hac. 
" dreams of diildren, ' than the <ixMi4y ^ 
« invojtidns of poets." > .;.; i^.-'; 

All t|u^ and tnorp, hai been £ud j iu^ 
if Ml^iyl^f^w^o.woiUd not lament. ; 

X' arte lid peiitar traf^infelice? .: ,- . ;. 

For they 'are not the cold iandes <^ .. 
plebeian poets, but tl^e £oldai i^reao^ I 
ofAriofto, dieceIdliaI.rifion&(?fT»ffc^i'-. 
that are thus deridedL . 

The only critidfin, indeed, diat is , 
worth regarding 16^' ^e i^ildppbic}^.. . 
But there is a fort which looks like'plu- 
lofophy, and ia^npt, ftfe; jxn ibat .b^^ 

the c^ehere? ''" " ' ,: ., .,,. . ),.^, 
-This"' 
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but By prera5oiii'«pea'io'1ij«?th«r ■ 
lyetbefiend. ' Shrdjr thef'ai'nii'i)' 
BBwafoiaBle. The^ Uiiiik'ifJniMf^,- 
if ihty^ati fcnt bring yoo wiMa^lH the ' 
pofliUlityof them. ' -'■-•-' •'•.'■■ •■.:; 

■AAd how' fmait "a matter 'win"*i^e" 
for thft ? A Icgfena, a'fileV ii frajtipn'; '' 
a rumour, a fuflerffitionj in fljoij, aiiy 
thing- Is enough to'be the bails oftheir " 
air-form'd vifims, Boes any, capable' 
reader trouble himfelf ajbout the truA/ ' 
or even, the credibility of their, fancies ? ' 
Ate; fiijlle'BMftpItiifcd when he. is ,-: 
made toconcsiye Reminds not by wliat ' 
magic) the -exiftcnce of fuc^ ,th|ngs ,as ' 
JiislKafdn tells' him jlid not, and Were " 
pevifl!Kaytq,e3[iii.;'"'. ■ ^'. 

Bnt'Serp, tiip^vent piiflakcs, an . 
PxplfUiation will be neceflaiy. We mufl 
d'^'^S^^I'h 
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diftingtiUh. benreen die p^akr h^^, 
aadiJ^^ the Header. The fidiom . 
o^:p<9ttt^ -doi.io fbme degree at tcaft^ . 
re<^fe-di^;;&y? ; (tliey would, ptha^ 
wift, dd«vedly pals for ^eamt indeed): ; 
Bat n^h the poet has this advantage . 
on'hW ftde^ Mid his fancies have, or may >. 
b^;fi^)^c^ to havic^ ajcoilntenanpe from < 
tl^ oni^t^fiilperftiuoas . of the. age, in 
which he writes, Iw difpenfes with (twi 
la/ij and gives has Re^er leave tp4)C.'. , 
as fix^cal and OS incredulous, . ^ as , 
he pleafes. 

An ■ eininent French., critic diverts ■ 
himfelf with imag^g *^ what a pctr 
*' fen, who comes ii%(h irom r^t^»^ 
** Mr. Addiifon and Mr.Loc^, wmil^'. 

" be ^to (Wnk pf Tito's Ei>dj^- . 
" mentV - ■ 

. " '" The 
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' T*he Englifti "reader wilt,", pe^hapf^, 
£^]le at feetng thde two yri^t £> 
coupled together ,;,A0d, wlth^th^ oi- i 
tiif £ ^eave, we will put Mr. L9ck 
oiit of rf>e queftion; , But if, he. bed©-' 
6rous to know" what a reader of Mr. , 
Acldtibn woUlid pronounce in ttus }<f9St, 
I can undertftke to dve him &^f|(|^i]i. 

Speafcinig'of wl^t Mr. Piydert !qiIU> 
tb^^aety •way'^'itfitir^,:*\ ^en of, 
*' TX>ld' fancies ^d philofophjcal diipo- 
"^ iitidns, dfs he, obgc£t to this kind 
" iaf poetry," 'that^ft has not prol^bility 
" enough to ap^ft the irpagjoatbn, . 
" Efetr— tnany Meiprcpoffeft'witl>-fuch 
." fiEfe**''opinions, as difpofe .them ■ t» 
" mt^^ thele particular delulions :. 
" ATTeaft, we have allTiftsrVfo -many 
" plealing reladons in fiyour of them. 
" that w4o- nqt-cy-tf.fi^ (e^jngttiro* 
■^ the faljhooa, and willingly give our- 
'• felvejj 
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•' felTofiUp to fo a^eabl« tn .ipjwf' 
« n«."- i%S. V. •■•],,,;,•. 

■ Afply, ■ now, thif fige jrigpisft.^f 
Mr. ASmm to f^'i Efdumtm^^, 
and you fie that nfiilfimiamxfl^is^ - 
to be pleaded ^S^..^: S'^M^.Mk'ff 
m tic^ias j^lhtcjl bair-^itf^ ., _ 

So lillle account dixs this wicked 
poetiy Aake of pbitofi^ihkal orhlite- 
rital truth : All ihe allows us to look ■ 
for, is foelicol trutbi a very flender 
thine indeed, and whidi the ppet's eijt, 
when rolling in" it's finett frehay.can 
|)ul juftUy hold 9f- Tpliysk-ia the 
philofoite langjagSf^Mt-.H^fe't-'' 
is 'IbmetMng niu^ ig»W ih alftiel 
bo&is, mdMh ^lmJ^P''ff^ 

• But the fijurce of bad cnliiaiin, as um- 
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bTTt^nwl ''; A*^p»ti i(hi^ Tot, mufffoHovv 

Eil;^ be ^eant die^Qwa and^x- 
ced xouHe c^ affairsia d!tis.worI<). 
b^tfitepoet'hasa world (if his own, 
Where experience has leis .to do,, diaa 
'Confiftent imagmatibn. 

He has, befides, a fupCThaturat world 
Jf>,.timg,c in, ■ He has Gbd§^ and Faenes, 
^f)4,^V^ehc^ at h^ contmaf^^'.AQ^;^ , : ■ 



^aturdf^ dhe'lferriir;: airtagrees'to tHe 
-mriceimdriis di(ft «*ft resell entertiarnc^ 
oT ■ ajeie*feSi|5iaf- ahid' .»Otf(ier-^rking ' 
Namres^ •■''"- ""'' , '".' 
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is further miflakcn in aiqdum?- it ig^ 



lu'Ji 



■J)ianHefs,wdfeMeaiy for .theit, thc^^,_. 
Aii^ comorniit^ with huitiaD. natnfc is; ^ 
realbnably'flemanded.',' , " .,,.',,'-, oi 



Konftte Ceotaoros, Hon Gorgooas, flatj^i^^^t^ ^ 

jtsyfisbiir hbmihem pagiria. nolfra faplt '; ""'" 

, • '.^ .-■ - "^ ■■'''"■«::-,:^ 3tfisi 

is a pfbper mptte tos^ddc of Epi^sMB; => 
but »«>n(d.jijiak«.4;poar.fijiiiie -at!«l«pw 
jieiid of .an epki.p oein^ ■ " ^-^ S'^' 

" Stitfordia', m tbelc ^OOCs tbatodi 
dre^ thosrelv^s.to ^cjltlHct ^.laqaUiciv 
obtain &^ij.enji. i»)'t,tl>liB'4 jl><S,Im»^l*3VO 
tiqp, but 'th^' ihe.,4;^^«»% j^^-ioli.: 
liberty of .ttx^^gg :^|^<^ :limau^e:b 
Sic tial powcfs itn<l(!rp[>a1^.sCliuipaft 
nature, is in1imte!y'.5a[jj5rnsa;j.Jj|J4jj(a^ 
deal trudi i^ uoder^jt))^ fi|egni|M!S^ sd: 
aUnp^ Mjfevere-a thjpgj.aSiAiftfttft^ 
The 
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- . , , .■, ■ -- ' ..-.I tm','.- :■- 

heSxe'^aaiheafe3ed. -'' '/ : -..'.i 

'■ Btat the caSi n <iiiEn-eDt mUi dienibre 
■^dWinftti' and creative poetry? This^- 
cies> addreflihg ItTelf Iblely or princip^ly 
to the- Imagin^ti<»i i afoung and«re- 
dulous facultyj . whiph^ Iovp&. tp. t^ffk^ 
and to be deceive di l^Aanced^'O^ 
ierre thofe cautious, rules of '.qredibUijijjf 
to Dftc^ry to be follo^od^by^biiu^wfio 
would . toiu^ ^9 9ff(i&^m^, ag^ ^intercft 
die heart. ; .■ 

nodt enough. - How came h dien to be 
ovtElai^eil^.Srqm >^Miediev'i]u£bke, on 
«Vteiidii%:^:psltiaihtr;tjptectpt c^ -tfab 

: T^\ .i«a^«&&f IrH'^f '>Hoc%e j^^in: 



9^ LE'TTBKB'iON 
aretegi:.'- '" ■ -^-'^law ;'■{ 

' .ig^'^la^'SpaQaxor-r — ■/■ ^ ' ' ■^-i-j 
multague tolles 

thing {hewr this indulgi^de td be ^ 
greater. It appeals neither to the^o^ 
nor the ear^ bufe.fimpJy KfcthcMW^ffc 
ft«s, and;l^aUpw3. the poet a liberty «!■; 
muluplying^ and ehlargiag ^fr'^pof- 
tares 
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tures at,p!eafure,in projportion t^ ^ff^ 
dneCs and c^mprehenSon of.tbaf Ur 
ilulty. ." '"' 

»- .Thcfe general fefleiioftff. hardly -re- 
quire an application .to 4lwt[M«feitfdb-> 
Jeit. The tales of feery are axfJoded^ 
is! fenteftic and incredibly They Would 
merit this contempt, if prcfented on thte- 
ftage i I mean, if they were given as th8 
^rdfwr fubjeift of dramatic imicatteii, and 
4Ke intfereft of the poer^pWIrWei'e toBe 
'brought out of the iadveblbpeS of theli 
rtiarvclious perlbns. But the epic mofe 
runs no rifquifVn ^iyin^way toTuchfan-. 
ctfiil exhibitions. ' ' '*"-;---■-"•- ' 

"Yotr filay^ba^'tfiejfi'as ofie'doesj^. 
"esttraordinary dreamS,''fu^'a5 excel-r; 
« lent poets and paintersi by bring 
^^over iFudfom.-'niay^HyVc 'itt'th'c be-. 
'^glnmngoffeverrt^." <■;»!■-::- - :v 

■ -"h" '■" '■ 'The 
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"iThe qpK: pDet would acknowlcdg* 
the" 'chaVgc, andeveir value himfelf iip- 
on it. He wouI(J lay, " 1 leave tddier 
]^p 'dramb^ the merit of bciirj iA-^ 
vap broftd sWakir, and dwa^ Itt ■his> 
^.fes t The iSviw dreant {e]i^ dhd dfe* 
liriptw- fiiBty, are -among the fibfiiteft'af. 
i|iy pret'c^iaivcs." : ' ' 

'I'^Ht' tlNe.-:i^ul€<^^ done the Italka. 

poets; does not ftop hew. Xhecry Jb»l 

•f Magic and fenchantmenti are fcnl>, 
•'flcferfiingp. Therefore tkcBalianipoets 

"Me n^ worth the re^dingy" As if, 
-feecaufe^e f^>0Fffitioii6 o:f Homer «i|Gt, 
- VirgH are no longer believ^, their 

peei«9>/ «^i(^*i^9^tnd in^ dnm, lire 
" joodl::fi» :l¥^«^B^- — " ■■ ' ■ / ■> ■ 

«£liftt aad imnHrsM^ -z i, - n ■ 

Aad 
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,e,Hl\?A.t;S,V>vi up 

...t^ftjijiay tl.qkJ/iy the ^6,,iipbe- . 

,,)^ dijt 411 it .js«f<iffir^'..ii^ may 

mixture of the wonder^jji. j^.^di^^^;. 
, example,. Anijida's tharveUt^s convey- 

feftbfthc love-ftiry is asnatBre);- flat ' 
{S) as fuitable td 'our common ilotioiis 
.lef^tt {a^OK) as *ti^ filing ia'y«^ W 
>.<ifiir«»i'Will)VcJtMr«. ,.■.•.-■,:.•.■• 

J; vS4ss^(BU ft« 9lt-afi!So^6ftfe(B(»:. 

.'tiaa poets Is eafily. maiH btk«viii^ n^- 

bpofiti^li. But I Skk to my pcaat and 

:.tiMMti»^tIui lh« <<et)r Mlwot lialla 

do Utanum-immt ibaa «&tf in 

cilM the imtii ittihital, that Isi 4>d 

c&i^l ipirtio(;hit pum: His id^- 

:.:tiim<jef '4k*'Mdtj|it IMM :ilwl<Miittii&- 

B<eri(') ibr tie'4H«'ja'gei)iiuaa'.«««y' 

thing, iiut thqr ar< faint iu4 cold and 

. ;. •- iii .• . :-J rioioft 
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almbft infipia, when compared with hts 
oKginaMaibns. ■ ■ Wfe -mike a' ihiffW 
i^riorefth'e paflageshfcKaS.^Jpieifroift^ 
Virpl.- ^We. are all-~ «in Sre acMUft' the' 
ni^al feats of Ifineh; and' the enebant^ 
inenrfWArmaii. -'■••' '-■ ;'"' ■ 

- V- • ' s- ..-; .Li-i Ih- . ''-a;-.'^ 

drfigaaqjaamrpfagBBJiy'iiuantot il reiv^'. - 

i!i>=!(e>rtil>?pi«i''«"*!*F'P'»'^.' ■: : I :., 

'y:'^':^-'' ■ .■*: -.''.■■'■ ■'-. >• ■ '> 

•^J^M^aJfloall&r siy&lfj and iQi^ 

freely own, if.it we^.iMit.^r didej^pj 

of Gothic, invention, Llhould Icarcely W^ 

di4«if«4tii giw ^..Qat^pikmmt i^i?-!, 

r<6i"s -^ecenij reading. .,.,,. ,. ,: , i ;. ; .. ;j 

ii JRdily dgteeto tho lively •o)!.fcfV*r:i 
tioas *JtMro>paW»f!lW» ajmsiiW) ift- 
";eha(«cd.caftl«»,.ipyulnswbl«'boii(»tS 
"-iron, mett, jBjwj:;' ilWrfo,- ap^ iB!ilftt.-j 
"^ftaiibjiigs, Me^)|fft)gi»«jl>!'.thl!»bl 
" .that dareifl," Put, wi* tlje at^ef«f "ft, 
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. eHlVALRr/ io> 

-,.! .■- ■ - . ■;.-, . ■■ • T'liilii, ■ ■!•■., , 

leave, not fo. ftlgnaj .as awiSn^jtlte^ii, 
5(>fh(),{tii|iw.{ij;(|*?,,i|n!5g tiff TOter^v* 
fu^^ quality,, be&dest^t ^;oiipi^. 

One thing is true, that the fuccefs of 
ihek iiftiongiiviU n9t .^e.gteat,. when 
jhejr hweio JapgetjMjr/ixitie^ in.dM 
jxjpuiar beUrf : And were»rijn<^ that 
feadetsdo not nfaaliy.do, a9 they,Qu^t* 
|)titthenxre}ve9.inthe ctrcuMtance* of 
the Joet,. or wther.pf tboiiivorwhqm ' 
the^poet. writer But thi? onIy^(hew5|; 
tbatioi^ 3ge$ irewtfbfit to wiiteepie 
poeniis in, as othersi not, that th^ 
l|houl4 bpi)dierir^°e mritto). 

Jit Is 0a jrne, Aat writers dp not 
fuccee4fo wsH in painting f^tthey 
tan beard, as What they helieve them- 
felves, or at Icaft obTerye in others a fa-. 
^ty of believing. And on this account 
I would advife no modern poet to re- 
hire, diefe £wry talcs iii an epic poem. , 
/• Hj But 
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Sot itill this is nothing to thfi.caCe ift 
ti'anii, where we arc coofidering the 
iilwitof qsicffeems, wri^ep undcf c^hec 
riicamflianccs. .. ■■> . 

*'■ -T^ pa^n O^ds," 9p^ C^hic f ^eriei 
i^t'etjuajly oii^ of' credit, vfhcn M^taoi 
Tfrrote; He did y^idll thcrp&fe'lp fopfly, 
^^OTrtDOm with angds and dcvjls-' If 
thefe'tw) &oul4 we&r &«t of the popoltir 
creetf Caiuj they iec'm in a hop^^yl ^a-)^' 
jfrprh tlw liberty foinc. hic critics iiavi;^, " 
taken widi them ) J'fenow not v^at bthef^ 
etj^dients the epic poet tnight Ijive x^;, 
courfe to; bat tiiis Jknow, the pC?n|?/ 
of ver^pj the eocrgyofdefeciptiopj .an4^ 
?Vep tT^p fincfl oiof al . paintings , woul^ , 
ftarid'hirii jrt no fltead; Wkjioot ft'dm-^; 
r^ihn (which cfliinpVl^ «ffeftedT>utT;y. 
the marvcRou's pf felertial ifltefyentiq/ij,.; 
i ineaii.the'agpriPy pf-rupe;ior pature^, 
feailj'' ^jyfting, or bjr . the illijfiofi of <j^^- 
."■f " ■■■■ "'.r,^J" '^^ 
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fancy taken to be fo) no epic poem, caii ' 
be long-ljvcd. i~ ;, - v lliii :■■■■' 

I am rtdC afiraid' to iofboce^ln die 

Hcnriade icfolf ; which, MiotWidffiind^ 
ingthe elegance oS the co'mpofiticiii/will 
irt ^tt fliott time be ho ni6m read thjm the 
O^dibeft or Sir'W: baVehiii^-Jihd iBf" 
^'ifaate realoiu' ' -■ " '-' 

■'Critici tAsf talk itrhat ^ey 'wilS of 
Tlffath ttM-Ndtarty and ibufir the Jcaliaii 
pbetf; «8 tixef will, for tnnCgctOang 
U^ iii tfaeur' incredible^fiaicns. But 
briieye it, toy frtend, tfanfe &3^ii$ vnth 
n^^^teK ihffy have ^ftudied to delude tho 
^^uid,' are of th» kind of creditable 
decnti; of whicb a wife jintient pfo- 
nodnaes wi& aHinsQce, . ** Tide, the^i 
^K^v^^ctinie, are htrn^ dmn tkey tnf* 
** ^ftat-Acavei and tbty, ^a^-are z2n 

**--4efiiiu^ ■■ .■'. w-M«. ;. ,,.■.■ 

T'--'-'- :: H4 . ■ LET- 
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J64 X»TTEB8iON 

■ ■-.'.■■■:v-- ■v'i* (■:■, .„. 

' t E T T E R XI. 

BiU T you sre vr^ry of heariflg fa 
much of thcfe exploded hades > 
and.o^ fqady to afli;, if the^-e be any: 
tr^th.ip.tb|prcpr^^t4tionij '* WJaetif^it 
•« faas,ccape to pafi, tfeat the xlaificgj. 
f manner^are JlUljidmiredandtcDiaMi 
'". by.tbefpaets, v*cn the Gothicji^ve; 
f ,b^g/&icei&Ucajo|»dirufei^ . i ;>:h 

' The anfiver to this ^leitioe will fj;^, 
liUh sll that is now wanting to a {HOpec 
difcoi&ia'Df idte-prefeat^ri^^e^ .1: i 
.-. ,. • :.-■ , ■ \.~:!-' ' .-\: : r. zms 
Os£ groat reaiba. of thiB ffificreiK*-: 
certainly. was»,<FJi«t .iibe aUtftfumtt^ 
•f Greece ennobled the fyftcra tS he- 
roic ]XM|iper6]i:Whila kywas .fse&t. ilRd 
ifloutifliing },jq}d their wo^r^beiq; maft 
. (ernpteces of composition, ip fi)ced the 
credit 
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CKedit of it in the opinion of Ae.world, 
that nq revolutions. of tjm^ qnd tafts 
couid aftcrwanis_ ihake jt. 

;> Whtireas the Gorfiic fciTiflg beisn 4i£> 
graced -in: thrir infancy by ■feid Wri* 
tti% rghd a new ftt bf manners ipring-- 
itig'vp befdre thei^ewerc«iy ■better to do 
th^em Jullice, they could ' herer be 
te^ght ifitoV^giic by tfiea^mptsof 
Jitti^lxKisi who in'f^te of -p^udice, 
and for &e genuine charm of thefe highly 
poetical manners, did their utmoft ta . 
rtoctomend t^eiq. . 

Bat, FURTHFXi the Gotbk fyAem 
was POt only forced to wait long foe 
mttgeniiis to do it honour jreal gcniua 
VMS even very earfy ^mfdc^againfttt. 

There were two cities of this hiifliap. 
The old t-om^uifi^rfi teid even bptraged ' 
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1^^ L"ET.tBRS-;ON , 
di? t;^^ , -in tliejr extravagant p!<3furef 
of i^birsligr : Ant! Chiyiilry itfeif, fuch 
a^itfiitfce bad been, was greatly abated. . 

- So that men of fcnfe were doubly di(^ 
j^fted to find a rcprefentation of thing? 
ap/ike^ to what they obferved in real life, 
and ii^-sffi/ what it was ever pofiible fhould 
have exifted. However, with ihefe dif- 
ad-itnta^cB ^ttic-vtzi tiill }b mudi of t|u) 
(ddlpint ieft^asd ^ fafdnatkm.of.tbfiie- 
woDdrous laies. W2& fo pr^&tentk. d>at 
«4iiorcthan.commaa degree of iflg^cky; . 
and good fen^c was -(^uircd to p«netf«ta ; 
the illtilion. 

"■' ?t-.was onf -off ihh ehtraaer, Ifi^;->, 
pi^, (bat 'p«t the fatnous ^qucftw -to 
Ariofto, wh'tcfa hasfceen fo qften-repeatcd 
that IftjaU fpare you the difguft of hear- 
ing it. ' Yef k/ngb^brehiAtimeaA kn-' 
mwtal genius fcf our owa(fo foperior k^ 
^'i? ienie of fuui?' men to the age they 
live 



.y Google 



'tfte in)' fa-W ji'faVilMo thiS-n)*i*itti 'm ' 
Atlofte'stMmihic,' ■ThU6ga«<!iBjj<!& 
ifonWasDstvOiaoctri'wboin areigii-, 
lh5it.aln)oft realized the wonders of ro- 
mantic chivalry, not only difcerned the 
'abW^irty "of the bid romances, ' but has ' 
even ridiculed them with incoiripsra- 
btefpiritf 

■'Mis Rime of Sia To?A», in this 
Cuitcrbuiy (ales, k » aiaoifeft baptci. 
en ilwfc books, aid maj be<:9tifi4cted«s 
a fort of jkclliiic t9 *be advqnturcs.oC 
PonClmiiot |«aHi»<"»<»>e^'«»ft^' 
Fer we mtf> cbfety^tbat this was 
Chaucer's own tale, and that, when in 
the propefs of it the good fenfe of the 
Heft is Blade t». tweak i« up«i him. a>d 
liiltmiptiiiin, ChoBCK «pplO*e» bisdili 
rtift «Bd, dMngmg his noiB..t»l)«. «b9 
jiisple inftmaire ««le of M«aiib?su«,4 
Mmt Uk ^riimis, it .i» thufes to 
' ■■ lii :■,: k i'. -/:,.: ..charaSem 
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^krUik^mt h j to ili^iy, wliat'lOTd'oT 
.fii^tbs were moft expreffivc of liexQSfe,. 
ind ' radft prefer to- be put ,igtd*^f, 
hianiis'jirflie fsapltt,- _/,"^ .. 

Oop. might fyrthcr obfcive that, ,^ 
Rlnic of &V Topaz itfelf is fo managed. 
as T*ith infinite humour to expc^e the" 
Iwding impertinences of books of tJhj-.;j 
i^ry^anH!"'tMr ipipertlnenciesonl^4 ,af(, 
may'be ■TecB by the differei^t con^lij^ 
pf fHS taric, from that of Catnbq^^ 
can, wKtch Spenfer and Miltorv'^er^^ 
fo plealed with, and which witji great,* 
propriety is' put'iiito tite mouth of ^9,> 

stjuiRp; ■ ■ ' -^ v-'\j 

' But I moft not an^patc Ae ob&r- ' 
▼ations' which you will take a picafurek \ 
<b make for yourielf on thcfc two fine '^ 
i^mof th^ Canterbury tales. . Enough . 
js fald td tlkiftcate the poioi* I aot^ 
litfw upon, " That thcfc phantoim of 
** (Rivalry 
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** liuglied out of countenance, by _mBa 
**'of ieiife, before' ;Iie fubftancfi' of .it 
«f had teert ■fairly and triil^ rcprefent^' 
y ed by aity Cipi%\d -^ktv.'* " • 

Still, the principal teafon trf* aff,-.* 
tto doubt, was, 1713111116 Gothic,ma|ti7- 
■ncrs of Oriy^ryi_ as Springing* ^out .of 
tfcc feudal ^fiem-were as fingular, is' 
tiiat ^iyrteni "itfelfi'So that," when jSiat 
potjtKial con^tution vanUhefl out, w^ 
£uf<:^> the-.n^aqhers, that ^t>el6iiged 
t^ir,' *?ere ijO; lopger , fc^n or; . undcr- 
fl<:^*ct. Adhere was no example of vof 
fuc^. inianners regaining oti the face, 
o^ the Earth .:.. And as they q$v^ did 
fuhilift but once, and are never likdy 
ta fublift agun, jie^ple .wjo^d ]^^^ 
orcourfe tot '^nk and-ipeaK df thcia,, 

-f;;;, '■..'■'.1 I'.^'x ,-i.?. ',!'-' Ti..'' 7-, ■■IrOriT!?/ 



s Eoiii^tic, ,an^ uiina^raL The.ogc^. 
eqwihce of which .Was aiotail GOiftcmpir 

\ and. 
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and nje^ioa of t^ ttx ;. . vrjiile .^c (^;il^^ 
Ojanners, ..as . arifmg .b^ f^.fi^^. ^})^- 
Ciary.'ani ulual fituatioiis dt hiirnari'ity,, 
wouid hay^ -m?!^ v<;:Jj6^jp?s, and w*. 
pear patufal eveii,t9;lhoie whoiawnp^, 
thing fimilar to them i<aually fiibM- 
'•ing befctt-e their e3feSf-..,q .;.■. '\'' 

." Thus, tho* iHe ii^n^H' of ftotnSt\ 
arc perhaps; ias different B-orft" oiir's," is ' 
tKofe of Chivalry 'it^lfk yet" as \ve knpt^ 

■tliaf fuch.rrianncn always betort;g tci 
nide'and, limple ages, fuch' as Hbffllfr^ 
|Saints i and* aduMIy ftbllft'at thiit'#^ . 
inebOfttr^^s^ that ifc urtdfelf'tlffi l^fetfjftit*^ 
caffiflatvc^^ of baf tfarii^, We~ ftadily-ag^lfig* 

, t6 Call-'fh^ ^muraK ' anc! ^eveif- 1^* 
tf foii^jjTeaiilffc ifi.fhf furt^ ohtflj^: " 

iridiOttt apy <Alij^fioH upoh itie W' 

fflW "'up" flie tSbmC ■1fcann*ejS"^8 iiitia^ . 

naFjr 
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Slaty and fkntajltc. And thei.'V(iaf<ni 
Appears,, w^y the Fa£ry ^^n, out i>i 
the, nobleft produ^ions of modern poe- 
try, 13 fallen into lb general i negled:, 
that ■^\ {he zeal of it£ commentators 
is efteemed ofHcious - and unpja'tinent,} 
and will never reftore it to thofe fao- 
tt9Ui]s^ frjudiit has, Q^Q,% al)f,tff9A>- 
f^Eablylofi' ,. .. ,.,,j .., ,. 

V ;i- i : , f "<L. s-.-'i- . 

■ Zn, ci&6i, w^t w^y of p^rlu^diag 
,t^ igenerality of readers that the.cct- 
.l9,antic manners are to be accounted 
. naturOi, when not one in tcn-thouiand 
•.|l^ws enough of.th? baTbar<?ps ages, 

in which they arode,to beliavethey evw 

realjiy; exifkd ^ 

i. ■ ■ ■ ■ '^1 » 

_.l,y^m Spania .ifcob . 1 

. ,t ■ .r- TT — ^ *f:~irtT»Mi4witI? ^g»lf. 
Hie plus welUHaa: of £)eiie.- did^dweU," 

v:i.-i ' ■ ■ ■ " ;- ■ ■ 
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muff, for ought I ean fte, be left to thd . 
adinintiMofti rc<»tettef^aA<]ciiriau« 
(ttciiii. .While the many ate (Worn to^ 
^eChec^to- give no quarter to the marvr^ 
Aa(, or, which may feeirt ffil harJSV 

to the- fflEBTfl/ of his folTgj ' -- - ' ' 

thmtiir^iptat njvolntion hi mb^ 
^enf tiftff wasvbroa^ abont - by de^' 
greext wd- the ~fiep«, that led to it; 
may be worth the" tracing in adiffiftft 
tetter. ■ 
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THE wonders of Chivalry wero 
(Kll in thef'dfeiiiory ;of -liiia, 
were {till exiAmg, iit £}me mealtjre, iii 
reH lift;' i^hfe^hinte* undertook to: 
Mgofe the'bsliftardUs- THaters'oTftiSa.' 

t---;-=^-;; ; Thi« 
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,■...;' ' ■ ■ 11 /■•■■■: 

;;:iTiatfftidkultt, we ma^.^foppafiu h&^ 

miKe. >>At leafir&am'tfaautta^ilbe 
i^idt of.intb dcdincd nrj iafl,raiidTat 
length fell.mttiAiiaiaiKfnditf aMMnron' 
noW Spenfer arofe, and with a genius 

<wd dUkdrantage .«? db(^£t Us dc%n* 

V fiol i..; :•-..:.:' n -■ : ■•'•.- ' . 

The age Would nolOttger beftfdfe 
tialfed- letter of dlele amufing Aoriefi; 
•and thi ■ l>oet was ib fcnfiWe of di^ 
'tttisfbrtune, that we find htm apolog^nz 
for It bii a hundred occafions. 

^ut apologies, in futh ci^cuniflaildi£i» 
rarely 36^ ahy good. Perhaps, tbejr 
only ferved to^hetray the . weakn^df 
tiift„jx}et's caufe, ^ to confirm tha 
.prejudices of bis reader. 
;.*:.;.: 1 Mot 
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-'li^oWcKP, bc:dkl'inoretban^i;'He 

saiidffeetaidBdi ttitat hk i&onA of Jsn^fatB 
railchgiahts were bnt.th^ cartt to abuai' 
tdabaeitf profbuttd^lwifildin.' .: .!' -: ' 

2[!' "r; ' ■■■■ .■ ;■.;': .■... ■ ^ >,■•■■ ,: ■ ■.;.: 

br.ilff^oit, t6 kevp off the C^' of^tte 
^to^BefMOi ipi^ifgrtoo oeatlyiuitD 
'&&'-^ft)^'-heiiiltre«r a^oat k thb baft 
of allegory : he moralized his iangi 
^lt]d..i|t« wrtues; asd rvkes 1^ hidnoder 

derfijtrftece-. V^hk^ h^: had leaned indeed 

^hj!l(^-Jii% It3lifft;,niaftcrs :• "^« Tal^ 
had con4fic<^efl, ^ allegorize-his osm 
wivk ; and the commentators of Arioflo 
|lgd..9veFi converted the . extravaga^ices 

'fiTtfic 'Orl^db'.Furiofo, ihtp moral 

■J^n?, ']' , r. ,., ... .. .;,. 

■'"And 'this, it muft be owned,, was 8 
fober attempt 'ifi cbmparjfon of ibme 
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mamTtfifvngJitxitmim, : fJ^niH/toi^^ 
liqobferred, tlnfe*n>dj>lil!<Wi^Si|!fe 
twsrnioes did by them, what the vota- 
Bff ^ UfWny,.^ dijB^, hy, higi,u ^As 

^E,jii!Pfj Mpprovsd;-^^ ifTOuid.iafe j)«at 

fii»„ftl^e; a(es^,„iJiHr,a(ra4V^!,!f^ 

'Vn/^^rluUVKliMWi'.! ABdn*S5*i« 
UAaJRBlOvaBce.H^flpfisdpall)! d«ggM(i 
^#py,^ the afotUlrws fi»rie»|ofj.,^9 
f>ig«ii,.Gl>di,!it itliatwd thejt^ihof 
■g»(fl»pC9 itp p3(!ii*e;d>e no iels-fl^pof 
j|((Oo(^fenes,trf-ji(a^ iW eKiwrf/lfpiJfci 
Ohum jr.; .! ij jiir; ■ : ■■'::^;T =n; 
'ehfCUa'cdhor, i»i(^tranUiatcfrx}f:ths!3^ 
'bbotitof^^mu6'i n!f!'.'&isi;t,'priiual'j>t 
'^l^vdff'th I577v.iiaba.'^dkceexptaib& 
ing the -whole^recr^: which coticludes 
h>ifli<thefeword!i;<'oVoyla, LoiSentj-le 
-szanr,' qui.'ib .peui rdcueHlerMdii&ns 
%'i;-' v 1 2 myftiqttC' 
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% eoiientsmt di^lr SKiWL'? njIOK^mi 

tAirdroKe MTHMts. .'ii.- ;•>!«»•■ sd , 
-.■..■; ; '■. -; .- ,.■;.. '' ■,■: (-;>- -jetttBHW' 
' 'But^feretern-'to iSpiftSif i wAA.-^'W? 
KSftfen, had-' nottttci- wiy tb'MtTlfr 
Hi3'"aijWcfl; thanB-iiide hisfaeif fihd» 
iftder** rfayt»i!=c**W«f mbtri'llltegBK^t 
flti!''*)niy fsvoufifeii'pBcttmllaftte'lhS? 
MWhSed him (iiBa'jRB'*6 dftubCBieWf 
n^edi>if Itdid mt ft«S^ii-hh atitM^ 
^jAcje^) was, ""tbat-'Ke was •i©taft^*¥S^ 
iwfriended dn dieft^fiSiohs, cven-Wh^ 
intlirprcted acctirdin^'to -the LetteS','^ 
- the romantic Spirit of his agej miicli 
dofioteiiuiccd^ahd&ir atiipc brougUClhto 
frc&Dfedit, by the romantic £lizabedll 
Her indinatioD/o£ theifancte$ Df;Ch(V^t^' 
as wiii li^onrn;ai)cl--cJ9fequioQS wiis 9p4 
cbyrtiers would.- nqt bf: vvaiying.toifite^l 
^uidfiatter iti, -in Ihor^ tiits.flpdxppm% 
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hiM-.--;., -r-q'; \-, .. ..... _ ..,_ . ., 

.i:AVjlh thefe heIf)a.;die,new_SpiFit of 
lufaitfalry made a ihift to fuppoFt itTeif for 
4;tuin^ when mnlbh ivras'but dawning, 
9S \ye.may.ray, and juA about to gain 
- ^i£ afcetidaat over the portenWus Jpe^res 
6f theinlagination. It's growing Iplen- 
'^6^Xt .in the end, put them all tp'Hightfc 
'kad allowed them no quarter <fv<;ri a- 
^ogft the'jjoela'. So that Milton, as 
^j^ as Wfr Kive-feen he -was of thci 
<5dthic fidions, durft only ddi^It thenl 
ort' the bye,' "and in the way of fitriild 
ft^el illuftratiort ohly. ' ' '. : 

rj'And. this, na.doufer, wasrthe main 
Fea'lbn ^f hii^i^IinquKhing. his-kvig-pra- 
^JSted d<figtt.;bfFrince Arthilr^ at hit, 
lbr..that.;of.'the-Par2dife Lbftj where, 
^Cad a£ Gifti^ 'kid\Magiciahs, he had 
Angels and 'Devils to fupply htn) vnth 
''"■''■ ' the 
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•u3 LBJTTEHPHOjN 

theti?uHy£b«v:Widi greata! probaiUHtgb 
Yec, tho\bc4rc)i:^/tJbfi4|iio;^:)be$^ 

kept to the allegories of Speofer. And 
'even t^is lihaty was thoiightitoolintfch, 
as appeafs 'froiA' the '«cnlbre pailetL'od 
his SmandvDeatb byrthe feverer .«ntics 

: Thits^st Jength the magic of die o}^ 
romances was perffftly diffolved. They 
JDegan .^'ifji refleftin^ ^i); injtjge indefl 
of the ^feii$lal manne^s^^bat-aniimags 
magnified and diftorte4. by up/Viifgl d^r 
figners. ; ; Co^m<m ien^ h^ypQ o0end^ 
ivith thefe perverfions: of triith and njj 
tore (ftijl a«XQunted the p?f(^e.^oi^pv^ 
as the antient mannet^ they, prctendpi 
to copy after, were now difufed, and 
' pf moft'men.-forgctfcn^ithaiiiext tlep 
was tp:hdve:recourfe tO'Jii%£ir;Vf. ''Dim 
dcr this diiguiffc they-'^'alkei^tb6 tre^ 
3 whUe;-:thfc excellrfice:.'of ihe-.indrd 
and th^rin^enuifyi of .diei'jScaiti^vahdt 
making^&nie'ameDds^.andtbdj:^ tccefU 
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' OH'iVALR.Ta' n^ 
■ed as a' ibrt of apology, for the abfur- 
-dftyof Uw-4ite«al flxiry. 

Under this form the talei'' of fiieiy 
-Icept then* ground, and even thadethek 
.fisrtane.at cdurt,; wheffi th^ became, 
for two or threciieigas, tbe. ordinary en- 
tert^moDt of oar princes. ', But reaibri, 
.ia the end^ .(aflE^ed however by party, 
and religion^ pcgiidtces). drove diem off 
the fcene, and would endiite theiie^^i^ 
vmdersy neither in their own jmjper 
"fliape, nor as tnaflccd iii figures. 

• Hencefor^t* the;tafte«f wit and po- 
etry tooka.iKW^um:.Afld;^0ify,.^M ' 
iiad wantoned it fo long in the wcnld of 
fiction, was BOW conftraincd, ag^ft her 
will,, to ally herfelf widi ftrlft truth, if 
flie would gain adtmttaitce Into reafon- 
able compadyt. ■ ■ - '- 

What 
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What we have gotten -by 4hisrev<^o- 
Uon, you will fay, is a great deal of good 
ftnfe. What -.we Jiavc loft; is a wwld 
-of fine £ibliDg; the iUufion of which is 
4o grateful to the cbarrsed Spirit % that, 
ih fpite ofphilort^shy and'^iftitin, ^et^ 
.Spenfer ftill ranks higbdfl among the 
Poets ; I meuT'wIth all thqfe who are 
V either come of that hpufe» or have ai^ 
kindnefiiorit 



'Earth-ihsm critics,, jpvy. friend, taa^ 
blafpheme, 

*• But all ttie Gods are rivi&'d with delight 
**m(ght<"'' ::" , ; '__,■ , , ,; 



The END. 
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